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Introduction
The Rural Centres Project

The Rural Centres Project is a scheme designed to help communities of larger settlements in Leicestershire develop projects that will regenerate their local area. The Project is supported by the Leicestershire Rural Partnership, the Countryside Agency, Leicester Shire Economic Partnership, the Rural Community Council (Leicestershire & Rutland) and local authorities. Broughton Astley is one of four settlements that was selected to participate in the project, which will be supported until 2007. 
What is a Healthcheck?

The healthcheck process was formulated by the Countryside Agency to assess rural service centres. It was developed for use in Market Towns specifically, but the model was flexible enough to be used as a basis for action in Broughton Astley.  The healthcheck is a process by which the local community examines the ‘health’ of the settlement itself to;

· identify the economic, environmental and social strengths and weaknesses of a rural centre and its surrounding countryside

· identify the impact of changing local circumstances

· provide a sound basis for creating an action plan for revitalisation

The Countryside Agency provides a ‘toolkit’ for completing a market towns Healthcheck.  This consists of a ‘snapshot’ and a series of worksheets relating to the environment, economy, transport & accessibility, and social & community aspects of the town.  Completing the ‘snapshot’ and worksheets highlight the strengths and weakness of the settlement, and provide a basis for the community to develop projects for the  Action Plan.   
The process has been supported by the Rural Centres Project Manager who has worked in conjunction with a local Steering Group, a band of willing volunteers that helped to research information, form project ideas, develop the Action Plan and publicise the Healthcheck.
Healthcheck Process
The Healthcheck for Broughton Astley took place over a period of 15 months beginning in September 2002.  The main stages involved in the process were:

· Informing the local community and gaining commitment from individuals, businesses and community groups wanting to be involved in the process.

· Holding a public meeting to inform and gather residents’ views on the project and potential areas of action in the village.

· Identifying members of the community to be part of a local ‘Steering Group’ to work on the healthcheck.

· Defining the project boundaries.

· Completing a ‘snapshot’ of the village outlining the current socio-economic situation in Broughton Astley .

· Completing worksheets, through local knowledge, research and involvement of key local agencies and organisations.

· Conducting a postal questionnaire survey of residents’ perceptions of Broughton Astley. Based on the results of this survey, we also undertook another survey of local residents views on the issue of Transport.
· Conducting a local business survey

· Conducting a youth survey

· Creating a ‘Vision’ for Broughton Astley .

· Compiling all the information gained to produce an Action Plan for Broughton Astley to outline the current situation, highlight problems or areas for improvement and producing a framework for future action to improve the parish for those living in, working in and visiting the area.

· Consulting on the draft Action Plan.

· Launching the Healthcheck and Action Plan report. 
At all stages of the process it was sought to:
· Work to compliment (rather than duplicate) and support existing schemes, particularly the work of the Parish, District and County Councils.
· Build on previous research and community consultation
Why Broughton Astley ?
Broughton Astley  was selected as a settlement to participate in a ‘healthcheck’ after discussion with Harborough Borough Council. With a population of over 8000 and a centre for a large hinterland, it was decided that Broughton Astley should undergo a consultation exercise to assess the nature and quality of the settlement’s fabric. A public meeting was held in July 2002 by the Rural Community Council to determine which community consultation process would be most beneficial to Broughton Astley. The meeting attracted  a number of local residents who decided that  the Healthcheck process was best suited to the village.
The Healthcheck
Introduction

This part of the report details the findings of the Healthcheck project for Broughton Astley.  The information has been gathered from many sources, including service providers, Local Authorities and most importantly the residents of Broughton Astley.  The local community has been given the opportunity to participate in the process at all stages through joining the Steering Group or through expressing their views at via local surveys. All efforts have been made to keep the wider community informed about the progress of the Healthcheck for Broughton Astley.  
This information provides the basis from which project ideas have been formed and will also be used to support funding bids that will bring project ideas from the Action Plan into fruition.  Some information has been taken from the 2001 Census and through local service providers.
The Market Towns toolkit provided by the Countryside Agency, has been followed as closely as possible, in some instances where the market town element has been irrelevant to a settlement such as Broughton Astley, these have not been used.   
Broughton Astley Today
This section gives an overview of the findings of the Healthcheck gathered under the key areas of Environment, Economy, Social & Community, and Transport & Accessibility.  The summaries have been sub-divided to highlight areas of interest and importance.  The full ‘snapshot’ and worksheet documents can be found in the appendices.
Environment
Broughton Astley is a rural settlement bordered by other smaller settlements and farmland which is of mixed nature between arable and dairy.  The settlement of Broughton Astley today is actually comprised of three older settlements of Primethorpe, Sutton-in-the-Elms and Broughton Astley. The village boasts a number of distinctive buildings and has a small brook running through it which is home to a variety of wildlife.
The Healthcheck’s Environmental findings are: (full details are contained in Appendix C)

· The most distinctive buildings in the village include the Parish church, The Liberal Hall, The Station House and the Baptist Chapel. Focal points include the village centre ‘triangle’, Thomas Estley Community College and the recreation ground.

· The car park behind the Co-op superstore is considered to be unattractive, as is the boundary fence of the Community College. 

· The historic Fosse Way forms the Western boundary of the Parish

· The village has no gateway signage, and would benefit from additional signage throughout the settlement

· There are a number of important trees in the parish, including an oak tree in front of the parish church, planted to commemorate Queen Victoria’s golden jubilee.

· The disused railway links Broughton Astley with neighbouring village Leire, and there is a memorable view to Croft Hill from Farm Road.  

The Healthcheck Action Plan will:

· Create a wildlife garden in St Mary’s churchyard

· Manage the brook and surrounding environment more effectively

· Promote a cleaner village environment

· Create Village Gateway signs for Broughton Astley
Social and Community 
Broughton Astley has a population of 8292 with a further 2159 residents at nearby Dunton Bassett ward. The local population is younger than the regional average. Housing in the area mainly comprises  larger detached and semi-detached properties. Crime rates are low and there is a range of community facilities, organisations and events.  
The Healthcheck’s Social and Community findings are: (full details are contained in appendix C)

There are a number of social and community facilities available to the local community.  These include:

· Broughton Astley Village Hall: used for indoor sports, community meetings and events. It is also the home of Broughton Astley  Parish Council.
· The Community College: provides meeting rooms and indoor and outdoor sports facilities, 

· Frolesworth Road recreation ground has an extensive and well maintained  range of play equipment

· A small library  which provides internet access points. 
· The Conservative Club: used for community meetings and functions
· There are over 25 active community organisations in the village, with 25% of residents using community facilities
· Recreation grounds  in the village are well maintained

· There is a problem with the lack of affordable housing in the area  as there is a predominance of larger detached and semi-detached housing stock in Broughton Astley with few entry level properties. 
The Healthcheck’s Action Plan will aim to: 
· Improve community facilities

· Improve volunteer opportunities

· Improve youth facilities

· Improve availability of Dentistry services

· Improve facilities for dog-owners within the village
Economy

Unemployment in Broughton Astley is very low and a high proportion of the settlement’s workforce is employed in professional or managerial roles. The settlement hosts a light industrial/distribution sector and a number of retail and service businesses in the village centre. There is a diverse community education programme provided by Thomas Estley Community College, Countesthorpe Community College  and Lutterworth Grammar School.
The Healthcheck’s Economy findings are: (full details are contained in appendix C)
· There are local employment opportunities in the retail sector and in a variety of skilled industrial and light manufacturing occupations.  

· There has been no significant increase in industrial or commercial rents in Broughton Astley in recent years, and there are no plans of expansion of existing commercial or industrial firms in the area.

· Tourism does not contribute significantly to the local economy although the surrounding hinterland boasts a number of tourist attractions including Ullesthorpe garden centre and Golf Course, and Croft car boot sale during the summer months which brings a huge number of visitors to the local area
· There is a Building Society but no bank in the village, with no provision of business support in the  local area . There is currently no Business Directory in Broughton Astley and no Chamber of Commerce. The Village Hall is used as a venue for business conferences, but there are no premises specifically for this purpose.  
· There is access to good quality education in the area, with Lutterworth Grammar School performing above the national average pass rate in both GCSE and A/AS level examinations. There are also a number of primary schools in the area that rank highly in county wide league tables. Thomas Estley Community College provides a good range of community education courses.
The Healthcheck’s Action Plan will:  
· Promote shopping facilities in the village

· Re-establish a Chamber of Trade

· Survey and co-ordinate a business plan for the greater inclusion of local retailers in  Broughton Astley’s hinterland.
· Produce a leaflet promoting local shops, services and produce
Transport and Accessibility
Broughton Astley’s public transport services are varied in their coverage to different destinations, ranging from a frequent bus service to Leicester to the need for regular services to Fosse Park and Hinckley. Problems associated with traffic congestion are apparent in the village centre which coincides particularly with school drop off and pick up times.  

Road transport links in Broughton Astley  are generally good.   There are easy links to the national road network, with the M1 and M69 within 7 miles of the village. The Library (currently being upgraded) provides a number of Internet access points.
The Healthcheck’s Transport & Accessibility findings are: (Full details are contained in appendix C) 

· Hinckley is 7 miles away and Leicester is 10 miles away from Broughton Astley.

· There is no train station at Broughton Astley. The nearest stations are  at Narborough (5miles) and Hinckley (7 miles) although neither station is easily accessible from Broughton Astley by bus
· Lutterworth and Broughton Astley Volunteer centre run a number of community transport initiatives 

· The bus service to Leicester runs every 20 minutes, but services to other destinations are generally poor, often including changes. The last bus on Friday and Saturday nights from Leicester to Broughton Astley leaves at 22.50. 
· Bus route 84 accommodates disabled passengers and Lutterworth and Broughton Astley 
· There are Internet access points at the Library where local service providers can be accessed and local websites can be viewed. 

· Car parking in the village centre is the cause of congestion on Main Street that affects traffic flow and can be hazardous to pedestrians
· Parking provision in the main shopping area is well used and adequate, although parking in other areas of the village is less well provided
· The sealed off end of Main Street effects a safe environment for shoppers, but can cause problems for delivery vehicles .

· There is relatively good signage in the village but no ‘village gateway’ signs at approaches to the settlement.
The Healthcheck’s Action Plan will aim to facilitate: 
· Improved opportunities for the safe use of bicycles

· Improved bus stops throughout the settlement

· Improved traffic flow in the Main Street area
Youth Issues
There are a number of initiatives in the area that are working to improve opportunities for young people and the Steering Group would like to assist in building upon and developing this work.  The Steering Group proposes to include and accommodate  input from young people as much as possible throughout the delivery of the Action Plan. The Steering Group will liaise with youth workers in the area to establish a sub committee of the group that will focus on youth issues.
It is hoped that by including young people in future consultation exercises and the ongoing delivery of the Action Plan, everyone in the community will enjoy a variety of facilities and become  involved in improving Broughton Astley for the future.  One of the main priorities will be to provide additional facilities for young people, with a skate park being high on the list.
The Action Plan

A Vision for Broughton Astley 
The following vision statement and objectives summarise the issues which have been identified by the community over the consultation period.
Vision Statement

‘Broughton Astley, a popular location, has the potential to be a great place to live. The balance between the number of residents and the range of facilities available will be improved. Improved community spirit, safety, tidiness, public transport and vibrant retailing will over the next three years be addressed by the Action Group to reinvigorate Broughton Astley.’
Environment Vision

To achieve, by sustainable means, a clean, litter-free, pleasant and diverse environment in Broughton Astley.
Transport and Accessibility Vision 

To achieve a high level of connectivity- available, publicised and convenient to all- within and between Broughton Astley and nearby train stations, villages, towns and cities. To work with our partners to achieve the safest possible roads.  

Social and Community Vision

To achieve, over time, a strong sense of community spirit and community participation within Broughton Astley. To improve the balance between high quality facilities/services and the number of people in the settlement. 

Economy Vision 

To assist Broughton Astley in retaining and attracting a healthy variety of shops, appropriate to the needs of local residents. For both business and resident communities to co-operate together across economic, environmental, social and transport fronts for the benefit of Broughton Astley and its visitors.
The Action Plan
The Action Plan should be seen as a living document which is open to changes, influence and opportunities.  For each project,  timescales and key partners have been given. These will, of course, be open to changing circumstance and should not been seen as set in stone.  The drive and enthusiasm of the community, for specific projects, will have a great influence on how, and when, they are delivered. The Steering Group will work with the Rural Centres Project Manager to identify possible sources of funding for the projects.
Timescales are banded rather than given specific figures, this gives flexibility and eases the pressure of expectations from the community.  This greater flexibility allows for external influences, such as funding sources, to be taken into account. The priority level of each of the projects reflects the level of importance assigned to the project during the consultation period and projects will be approached in order of priority.
Project Timescales
Short – less than a year

Medium – one to three years

Long – More than three years

	Theme
	Specific Project
	Outcome (what will be different at the end of the project)
	Partners to consult/help deliver the project 
	Timescale/Priority

	SOCIAL/COMMUNITY
	
	
	
	

	Improvement of Community Facilities
	· Building of a new Community/Scout Building on available land off Devitt Way
	· Larger, permanent building. Design to allow Scout troop access ‘out of hours’ 
	Parish Council- Major Build Committee

District Council

Scouts/Guides

Community Groups
	Long term

High priority

	Improvement of Volunteer Opportunities
	· Publicity (via existing Local newsletter and website) of available volunteer opportunities

· Building a partnership with Lutterworth Voluntary Centre  
	· Greater knowledge by residents of volunteer opportunities in Broughton Astley

· Greater number of local residents participating in volunteer activity
	Parish Council

Lutterworth Volunteer Centre
	Short term

High priority

	Improvements in Youth Facilities
	· Youth Action Group established as a committee of the Healthcheck Action Group

· Provision of a safe Youth Shelter/Skate Board area.

· Youth Worker to liaise with Action Group

· Development of Youth activities in the area


	· Young people of the village will have an area to call their own to socialise

· Youth Worker will be able to visit occasionally

  on Youth’s own terms 

  and provide advice

· Increased participation of young people in village plans and decision making bodies

· Young people will have the opportunity to participate in a range of activities
	Parish Council

District Council

Connexions

Local Schools

Youth workers

LCC Youth Service
Youth Action Group

Harborough Arts
	Short – long term

High priority

	Improved availability of Dentistry Services
	· Highlight demand for dentist services to service providers
	· Higher rate of resident registrations with a local dentist within the village

· Increased trade for local  retailers though passing trade.
	PCT

Parish Council

District Council

Local MP
	Short –term

Medium priority

	Improved Facilities for Dog-owners within village centre
	· Dog tie ups to be available outside one or two shops in the Settlement centre.

· Corresponding placement of dog litter bins

· Placement of ‘no dog fouling’ notices in main shopping areas.
	· Increase in local trade as dog-owners can visit shops whilst walking their dogs

· Decrease in dog fouling through provision of dog litter bins
	Parish Council

RSPCA

Local retailers

Local Dog Warden
	Short – long term

High priority

	Improved Library facilities

(Note: at the time of going to press, the Action Group were informed that work on a new Library facility in the village will commence Spring 2004)
	Investigate the possibility of having a larger library in the village
	Better access to resources for local people
	County Council
	Long term

Medium priority


	Theme
	Specific Project
	Outcome (what will be different at the end of the project)
	Partners to consult/help deliver the project 
	Timescale/Priority

	Transport
	
	
	
	

	Improved opportunities for safe use of bicycles
	· Provision of safe, visible cycle stands within the main shopping area

· Provision of marked cycle lanes within the village, particularly along Leicester Road/Orchard Road/Main Street/Station Road
	· Decrease in the use of motorcars within the settlement for short journeys

· Increase use of cycles

· Reduce risk of traffic accidents involving cycles 

· Reduce risk of cycle theft

· Healthier population
	Parish Council

District Council

County Council

Rural Transport Partnership

Countryside Agency

Local schools

Local retailers

Sustrans
	Long term

Medium priority

	Improved bus stops throughout the settlement


	· Encourage and support local bus operators to ensure all bus stops have a visible bus stop sign/ ‘star track’ facility 

· Encourage and support local bus operators to put up to date, visible and complete bus time information on all bus stops. 

· Investigate the possibility of introducing  new bus shelters at various points in the village


	· Increase knowledge by local residents/visitors to Broughton Astley of local bus times

· Greater mobility for those without private transport.

· Public transport more desirable
	Local Bus operators

Parish Council

District Council

County Council

Lutterworth Volunteer Centre

Library Service


	Long term

High priority

	Joined-up public transport services 
	· Promotion of  and possibly increased service of community bus scheme

· Improved public transport links to Narborough Station 

· Bus services linked to youth and leisure facilities

· Improved links to hinterland
	· Improved accessibility to a wider range of destinations

· More awareness of the Community Bus scheme raised 

· Improved range of opportunities for all members of the community
	Parish Council

District Council

County Council

Local bus operators

Lutterworth Volunteer Bureau
	Medium – long term

Medium priority

	Improved traffic flow in the Main Street area
	· To work with the Parish Council/County Council in effecting sensible changes to the traffic flow conditions within the Main Street area

· Ideas emerging: One Way system around village shopping area, introduction of double yellow lines to restrict street parking 

· Improved provision of parking
	· the creation of a more pleasant village centre environment

· Less congestion in busy shopping area

· Reduction of pollution in village centre

· more local residents will walk to the shops – a healthier option
	Parish Council

District Council

County Council

Local retailers
	Long term

High priority 


	Theme
	Specific Project
	Outcome (what will be different at the end of the project)
	Partners to consult/help deliver the project 
	Timescale/Priority

	Environment
	
	
	
	

	· to create a diverse and interesting environment for wildlife and people in St Mary’s Churchyard
	· Planting of sympathetic flora
· Creation and protection of un-mown areas to encourage wildlife

· Provision of benches and adjoining litter bins in the Churchyard

· Provision of appropriate bird boxes
	· attractive natural resource for the settlement

· increased insect and wildlife
	RSPB

English Nature

St Mary’s Church 

Parish Council

Lutterworth

Voluntary Centre

Stepping Stones

Parish Council 

District Council

Heritage Warden

Tree Warden

Probation Service 
	Short - long term

High priority

	· to manage the brook environment
	· initiate project to manage excess weed in the brook

· sustainable project to remove litter and debris from the brook

· maintenance of street furniture
	· improved wildlife setting

· increased attractiveness of this key part of the village

· improved flood control
	Stepping Stones

Parish Council

District Council

Lutterworth

Volunteer Centre

Severn Trent
	Short - long term 

High priority

	· To create a cleaner Broughton Astley
	· Educational programme for local school children 

· Increased signage to promote civic pride

· Re-assessment and co-ordination  of street cleaning schedules  
	· Reduction in visible litter

· encouragement of civic pride

· Consequential increased use of village centre shops and facilities by residents/visitors
	Parish Council

District Council

Local schools

General public

Local takeaway

establishments
	Short – long term 

High priority 

	· The creation of settlement gateways
	· Design and construction of attractive entrance markers on the main routes into Broughton Astley


	· Increased awareness of the settlement by passing motorists/potential visitors

· Improvement in civic pride

· Increased awareness of local heritage

· Involvement of community in designing process
	Parish Council

District Council

County Council (Transport)

Local Schools

Countryside Agency

Harborough Arts

Sly arts
Community artist
	Medium term 

High priority

	· Creation of  a footpath along the disused railway track to Leire


	· Clear and develop a footpath/wildlife trail along the route of the disused railway track linking Broughton Astley and Leire
	· Improvement of local links

· Encouragement of wildlife

· Promotion of walking 

· Enhancement of natural environment


	Parish Council 

District Council 
County Council 

Sustrans


	Medium term

Medium priority


	Theme
	Specific Project
	Outcome (what will be different at the end of the project)
	Partners to consult/help deliver the project 
	Timescale/Priority

	Economy
	
	
	
	

	· Promotion of village shopping facilities
	· Creation and distribution of a local business directory

· Improved signage

· Inclusion of Broughton Astley on Leicester Shire Promotions Destination Management Database
	· Better trading conditions/fewer vacant shops

· Increased use by local residents of local shops

· Village facilities promoted to the county – encourage visitors 
	Local retailers

Parish Council

District Council

Leicester Shire Promotions

Business Link


	Long term

High priority

	· The re-creation of a Chamber of Trade
	· Research, assess and initiate the create of a Broughton Astley Chamber of Trade
	· Unified co-ordination of trade relationship within the settlement
	Local retailers

Parish Council

Business Link

Chamber of Trade
	Short term

Medium priority

	· Co-ordinate a business plan for the greater inclusion of local retailers of Broughton Astley’s hinterland  

· Produce a leaflet promoting local shops, services and produce
	· Establish a co-ordinated local delivery service from Broughton Astley’s retailers to the local hinterland 

· Promote Broughton Astley as an alternative to shopping at Lutterworth.

· Increased use of local retailers

· Promotion of locally sourced goods and services

· Increased economic activity in the immediate area
	Local retailers

Parish Council

Business Link

District Council

Tourist Information Centre

Leicester Shire Promotions
	Short – long term

High priority 

	


APPENDIX A – List of Partners and Steering Group Members

Many thanks to members of the community who have been actively involved in the project:
Joan Beeson

Roger Johnson

Helen Jones

Shannon Martin

Jane McCormick

Judy McSharre

Mike McSharre
Andy Parsons

Georgetta Pierson

John Pierson

Richard Pyle

Ian Sasse

Cynthia Thomas

Joanne Warren

Julie Watson

Richard Watson

The Healthcheck was launched at an event at the Village Hall in July 2002. The first Steering Group meeting was held in September 2002, and the current Steering Group was formed in September 2003. Since then, full Healthcheck Steering Group Meetings have been held monthly. Special mention must go to Julie Watson for providing secretarial support for the steering meetings and carnival organisation, Ian Sasse for chairing the steering group meetings, and Joanne Warren for acting as Treasurer.
	Thanks also to everyone who attended the initial public meeting the 190 people who completed the Resident’s Survey in February 2003, the 8 businesses who completed the Business Survey, the young people who participated in the Youth Survey and the 181 people who completed the Transport Survey.
Partners & Organisations that have supplied information to be used in the Healthcheck, have been consulted during the process or have shown an interest in the Healthcheck :

 Arriva
1st Broughton Scout Group

Broughton Astley Heritage Group
Broughton Astley & Lutterworth Library
Broughton Astley Parish Council
Countryside Agency
East Leicestershire Rural Transport Partnership

Harborough District Council
Ladies by the Brook

Leicester Shire Development Agency
Leicestershire Constabulary 
Leicestershire County Council

Leicestershire Fire & Rescue Service
Leicestershire Rural Partnership
Lutterworth Volunteer Bureau
Midlands Co-op
Orchard Primary School
Rural Community Council (Leicestershire & Rutland)
Small Business Service
Swift Flash
Thomas Estley Community College
The Action Plan was launched at Broughton Alive! Carnival on June 26 2004. The carnival would not have been possible without the following people:

Karen Campbell

Louise Fuller

Roger Johnson

Ian Sasse

Cynthia Thomas

Jess Thomas

Joanne Warren

Julie Watson 

Richard Watson
Thanks to Thomas Estley Community College and Broughton Astley Parish Council



	


APPENDIX B

‘Broughton Astley Snapshot’ 2003

This is the initial ‘raw’ data gathered to give a brief overview of Broughton Astley.  This factual information provides a background that can be balanced against the community’s aspirations.  The data is organised under the headings Environment, Economic, Social & Community and Transport & Accessibility.

	Environment

	Basic Facts
	Source of information
	Comments and Facts

	National Park
	Ordnance Survey (1999)
	None

	Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
	Countryside Agency
	None

	Heritage Coast
	English Heritage (2002)
	None

	Number of Conservation Areas
	English Heritage (2002)
	None

	Number of RAMSAR sites
	www.ramsar.org
	None

	Number of special Protection areas
	English Heritage (2002)
	None

	Number of special Areas of Conservation
	Ordnance Survey (1999)

English Heritage (2002)
	None

	Number of National Nature Reserves
	Ordnance Survey (1999)

English Heritage (2002)
	None

	Number of Local Nature Reserves
	Ordnance Survey (1999)

English Heritage (2002)
	None

	Number of SSSI
	English Heritage (2002)
	None

	Number of sites of importance for nature conservation
	Broughton Astley Heritage Society
	15

	Number of listed buildings/scheduled ancient monuments
	LCC
	1 SAM

	Number of foot paths


	Leicestershire County Council Map
	13

	Number of Bridleways


	Leicestershire County Council
	2 (one via Hall Field Farm, 1 via Sutton Lodge)

	Number of National Trails


	Ordnance Survey (1999)
	The Leicestershire Round footpath comes through Dunton Ward.

	Number of Cycle paths
	Ordnance Survey (1999)
	None

	Number of byways open to all traffic
	Ordnance Survey (1999)
	None


	Economy 

	Basic Facts
	Sources Of Information
	Comments and Facts

	Number of Jobs


	www.statistics.gov.uk
(1998)
	Broughton Ward 1500

Dunton Ward 400

	Change in number of jobs
	NOMIS
	Between 2000 and 2001, there was a reduction in the number of Jobs by 173.

	*% employed by large employers over 200 employees
	Survey 2002
	None

	Jobs in Industrial sector
	Census 2001
	26.9%

	% employed in hotels and catering
	Census 2001
	3.86%

	Unemployment rate
	www.leics.gov.uk
	Job seekers allowance claimants 50

All JSA Income Based 35

	% unemployed over 6 months
	NOMIS 2003
	32.2%

	Jobs to economically active-active residents ratio
	Census 1991/ www.statistics.gov.uk (1998)
	Broughton 1500:4761  32%

Dunton 400:1000         40%

	Professional eg Public sector, medical, financial, legal services, employees as a % of all economically-active residents
	Census 2001


	9.85%

	Number of job centres
	Survey 2002
	None

	Number of new businesses registered
	NOMIS 2001
	Data not available at ward level, but 1805 registered in Leicestershire.

	Members of Chambers of trade/commerce
	Market Harborough Chamber of Commerce
	Data not available

	Presence of a business link office
	Survey 2002 
	None

	Presence of a one stop shop for business advice
	
	None

	New industrial units built
	
	None

	Average rent for each industrial premises
	Local Estate Agents
	£6,000/£7,000

	Rent for prime retail unit
	
	Up to £300 p/w

	Change in rents
	
	Stable

	Regular general Market
	Survey 2002
	None

	Number of comparison goods shops in the town
	Survey 2002


	6

	Number of super markets over 1000 sq/m
	Survey 2002


	1

	Number of other convenience goods shops in the town
	Survey 2002


	6

	Number of vacant shops in the town in proportion to total number of shops 
	Survey 2002


	None

One short term vacancy

	Number of public toilets in the town centre
	Survey 2002


	1 although in a poor state

	Residents with post school qualifications
	Census 2001
	1,147

	Number of primary schools
	LCC Website 

November 2002


	Hallbrook Primary BA

Old Mill Primary  BA 

Orchard C of E Primary BA 

Dunton Bassett Primary School 

	Number of secondary schools
	LCC Website 

November 2002


	Thomas Estley Community College (11-14 year olds)

GCSE students travel to Countesthorpe or Lutterworth

	Number and type of post 16 education FE
	
	None


	Social and community

	Basic Facts
	Sources of Information
	Comments and Facts

	Rank in indices of deprivation
	www.statistics.gov.uk
	Broughton  - 8,088 (out of 8,414).

	Number of residents
	www.statistics.gov.uk
Mid 2000 population estimate
	Broughton Astley  - 8,292



	% of population over 60
	www.statistics.gov.uk
(1998)
	Broughton ED 11%



	% of population under 16
	Census 2001
	Broughton ED 26%

	Number of households by tenure
	Census 2001


	757    Owner Occupied (Own Outright)

2066  Owner Occupied (Mortgage)

25      Owner Occupied (Joint Ownership)

100    Renting from Local Authority

46      Renting from a housing association or                             

          registered Social Landlord

105    Renting from a private landlord or letting agency

43      renting (other) 

3142 in total

	Number of households owner occupied
	Census 2001


	2866 (91%)



	% of single parent households
	Census 2001


	4.39%

	% of households with elderly people living alone
	Census 2001


	7.63%

	% of housing stock without central heating
	Census 2001


	2.6%

	Average House Price (Jan –Mar 2004)


	Land Registry
	LE9 6 (average price by house type)
England &
Wales average
Detached 
£217,742
£254,906
Semi-detached
£115,127
£149,564
Terraced
£111,500
£126,867
All property types
£148,123
£177,112


	Change in average house price


	Land Registry
	2002 (Q2) average price was £97,541
2003 (Q2) average price was £142,509


	Recorded Crime Rates


	Leicestershire Constabulary 
	 324 recorded crimes in the beat area of Broughton Astley and Dunton Bassett 09/02 – 09/03

	Classification of Recorded Crimes and Number of Cases


	Leicestershire Constabulary
	Burglary(Dwelling)   <20

Burglary (Other)    <20

Theft (Motor Vehicle)    <20

Theft from Motor Vehicle   <40

Damage to Motor Vehicle   <40

Damage   <70

Public Order   <5

Assault   <80

Indecency   <10

Theft   <40

Theft (stores)   <10

Robbery   <5

Theft (person)   <5

Theft (cycle)   <5

Miscellaneous   <15

	Number of police stations and when they open
	Survey 2002


	None (nearest is in Hinckley or Enderby)

	Number of magistrates courts
	Survey 2002
	None

	Number of crown and other courts
	Survey 2002
	None

	Presence of registry office
	Survey 2002
	None

	Presence of town hall
	Survey 2002
	None

	Presence of Citizens Advice Bureau or community legal services Partnership and when open
	Survey 2002


	CAB open Mondays 10 am – 1 pm

	Number of fire stations and whether staffed by full time staff or volunteers
	Survey 2002
	None (cover provided from Southern Fire Station at Fosse Park)

	Number of ambulance stations
	Survey 2002
	None

	Number of swimming pools and when open
	Survey 2002
	None

	Number of sports halls


	Survey 2002
	Broughton Astley Village Hall

Thomas Estley Community College

	Number of outdoor sports pitches


	Survey 2002
	4 Pitches

2 Hard courts

	Number of post offices
	Survey 2002
	Two -  Broughton and Primethorpe

	Number of health and fitness centres
	Survey 2002
	None

	Number of banks and building societies
	Survey 2002
	One -  Hinckley Building Society



	Number of cash points
	Survey 2002
	Three  (Co-op, Spar, Sutton-in-the-Elms Shell Filing Station)

	Number of solicitors
	Survey 2002 
	Two (Salusburys Solicitors and Frisby RG & Small )

	Number of Accountants
	Survey 2002
	No shop fronted accountants

	Number of hospitals and which facilities provided
	Survey 2002 
	None

	Number of doctors practices/ and doctors and whether private or NHS
	Survey 2002
	Orchard Medical Centre

	Number of dental practices
	Survey 2002
	One

	Number of Opticians
	Survey 2002
	One

	Number of Public Houses
	Survey 2002
	Six

	Number of hotels
	Survey 2002
	The Mill on the Soar

	Number of hotel bed spaces


	Survey 2002
	25 rooms (Mill-on-the-Soar). Bed spaces for 64 people.

	Number of bed and breakfast bed spaces
	Survey 2002
	None

	Number and type of restaurants and take-a ways
	Survey 2002
	Chinese (x2), Indian (x3), Fish & Chips (x2) 

Pizza, Public House, Café Bar

	Presence of Cinema
	Survey 2002
	None

	Presence of Theatre
	Survey 2002
	None

	Public halls and Community Centre
	Survey 2002
	Village Hall

	Presence of museum
	Survey 2002
	None

	Presence of Library
	Survey 2002
	One

	Presence of art gallery
	Survey 2002
	None

	Number of churches according to different denominations
	Survey 2002
	St Mary’s Church of England

Sutton Elms Baptist

	Number of voluntary organisations and societies in the town and its surrounding countryside
	Infolinx
	25


	Transport and Accessibility

	Basic Facts 
	Sources of information
	Facts and Comments

	Number of bus stations
	Survey 2002
	None

	Number of train stations
	Survey 2002
	None

	Number of coach parks
	Survey 2002
	None

	% of households without a car
	Census 2001
	7.45%

	% of children without access to a car
	Census 2001
	The number of households without any cars or vans is 229 

	Number of short stay 
	Survey 2002
	All parking unlimited stay

	Number of public car parking spaces in the town including both long and short stay parking and disabled
	Survey 2002
	75 in shopping area

60 places at the village hall

	Number of specific/private use car parking spaces in the town e.g. Doctors, library,  including disabled
	Survey 2002
	12 spaces at library

	Number of long stay car parking spaces in the town
	Survey 2002


	75 in shopping area

60 places at the village hall

	Number of cycle paths
	Ordnance Survey (1999)
	None

	Number of disabled car parking spaces in the town
	Survey 2002


	Village Hall  – 2

Library Car park   - 2

Car Park to the rear of the Co-op  - 4

	Journey times by car/ public transport to nearest large town or city
	
	Hinckley  (7 miles) 20 minutes by car

Leicester  (10 miles) 35 minutes by car


APPENDIX C

Market Town Initiative Worksheets

The worksheets are a practical checklist. They have been used to objectively gain the community’s aspirations, concerns and priorities.  The information has been drawn from a wide variety of sources including local authorities, regional bodies, and most importantly local groups, organisations and individuals.

ECONOMIC WORKSHEETS

	CORE QUESTIONS



	Are local unemployment rates high?  


	Unemployment rates are very low. In the Broughton Electoral division, unemployment rates are 1.4%. This compares to the East Midlands average of 4.8% (United Kingdom 5.3%)

	Has unemployment fallen or risen in recent years? 


	Table showing Unemployment Rates:

July 2001

July 2002

July 2003

UK

2.7%

2.6%

2.6%

East Midlands

2.5%

2.3%

2.3%

Broughton

1.5%

1.4%

1.4%

Unemployment has remained fairly constant over recent years

	What are the labour market participation rates?.


	Labour Market Participation rates are:

Broughton Electoral Division 75.2%

(Harborough labour market participation rate is 83.6%)


	What are average household earnings?  


	The 2002 New Earnings Survey cannot provide statistically valid gross weekly pay data for the Broughton Astley area (either because the data is based on a sample of less than 30 people of their coefficient of variation exceeds 5%).

	What proportion of the unemployed have been unemployed for over 6 months or one year and what sectors of the population are most represented by age/gender?  
	13 people were long term unemployed in October 2002 which is a statistically too small to reach meaningful conclusions from.

	What proportion of residents in employment commute elsewhere to work? 

	Taken from the 2001 census, 84% of residents commute to their places of work on motorised transport (public or private). However, the vast majority of working residents, 73%, commute to work by private car.  



	Is the local economy particularly dependent on specific industry sectors?

	There is a high level of Industrial and Distribution type jobs in Broughton Astley.

	Is the local economy dependent on a small number of large employers?  


	There are no employers that employ more than 100 people locally

	What are the rates of business start ups and failures?  

 
	In Harborough District there has been a decrease of around 40 VAT registered business per year between 1994 & 2001.  This represents an overall loss of around 10% of the stock.

In Leicestershire as a whole there was a less than 1% decrease and nationally there was a 2% increase in the number of businesses

	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS

	What opportunities are there for new employment from the expansion of existing local firms?  


	The inward investment team of Leicestershire Promotions were not aware of any current plans for Broughton Astley firms to expand, or any other business looking to move into the area. 

	What economic development/inward investment grants are available? 


	There are currently no inward investment grants/relocation grants available for Broughton Astley/Harborough district. 


WORKSHEET EC2

RETAIL AND TOWN CENTRE SERVICES
	CORE QUESTIONS



	How much of the local shopping provision is in the town centre, out-of-town centre or in the villages?   
	The majority of floor space for shopping is located in the village centre, Main Street area. There are also shops along Station Road and on the Byre Crescent. 

	What type of shops and services are there in the town centre?  
	There are the following number any types of shops in the settlement centre:

Type of Shop

Number

% of all shops (to nearest whole percentage point)
Grocery etc.

6

13%

Restaurants, take-aways

7

16%

Beauty

6

13%

Gifts

3

7%

Professional

4

9%

Comparison goods

6

13%

Estate Agents

3

7%

Building Societies

1

2%

Essential Services

3

7%

Other

5

11%

Total

44



	Has retail floorspace in the town centre been lost in the last five years?  
	There has been no significant loss of retail floorspace in the settlement.

	Are there a variety of markets operating in the town and surrounding countryside
	There is a Women’s Institute Country Market held in Lutterworth. There are no regular markets in Broughton Astley or the immediate hinterland.

	How many shops are vacant in the settlement?
	There is currently 1 vacant shop.

	Are rents for retail premises stable or increasing?  
	Rents for retail premises are generally stable. Average rents for an average retail premises on the centre of the village are £6,000-£7,000 per year. 

	Are local retailers confident about future trading?  
	Following a survey of local businesses in October 2003, the results showed that 25% of respondents expressed some form of confidence about the future in terms of expanding their business. 

	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS

	
	

	Is the town centre promoted as a shopping destination in any brochures or other publicity material?  
	No

	Is there commercial demand for additional retail floorspace?  
	There is no additional demand for retail premises in the town centre

	How many shops are charity shops? 
	None

	Is the local provision and/or livestock market vulnerable to closure?  


	N/A


WORKSHEET EC3

TRAINING AND EDUCATION
	CORE QUESTIONS

	Do the vocational training courses on offer reflect the needs of local residents and employers?  


	There are local employment opportunities in the retail sector and in a variety of skilled industrial and light manufacturing occupations around the Cottage Lane area of the village. There are also hotel and catering opportunities at the Mill-on-the-Soar hotel. 

Vocational training courses are offered at Lutterworth Grammar School and Community College in Design and technology, Information technology, health and social care and leisure and tourism amongst others. Additionally, higher level  Advanced Vocational Certificate of Education (AVCE) and BTEC vocational qualifications are available.  Countesthorpe Community College offers a Skills Training and Education Programme (STEPS) which is a one year vocational course including work placements and developing key skills as well as one and two year vocational GNVQ courses.

	Are school leavers well qualified?
	Lutterworth Grammar School and Community College’s GCSE results for 2002 (latest available) 63% of pupils achieved 5 or more GCSE passes. For A/AS Levels, pupils at the school received on average 78 points (new tariff system).
Additionally, 45% pupils at Countesthorpe Community College received on average 5 or more GCSE passes and average A/AS level results were 67.1 points.

Compared to Leicestershire as a whole, the mean percentage score for GCSE results across 25 schools and colleges was 61.5%. For A/AS Level’s the same county average was 75. points. Nationally, the GCSE average was 51.5% and for A/AS Levels, 76 points.

	Is there access to good quality schools in the area?  


	Question 2 above gives a good indication of the quality of schools at secondary level. Thomas Estley Community College, which takes pupils aged 11 -14 was rated good – very good in the Ofsted report of September 2001. TECC was recognised by the Department of Education as a ‘Beacon School’ in 2002 There are  4 primary schools in the area. The ‘quality’ of a primary school is difficult to conclude in a short report such as this, and the league table results below are only one part of the full quality picture. Based on the Key Stage 2 results usually taken in the pupil’s last year at primary school, out of 165 participating schools in Leicestershire, Broughton Astley’s schools achieved the following rankings:

Old Mill Primary School  - 22nd
Hallbrook Primary – 35th
Orchard Church of England School – 75th
Dunton Bassett Primary School – 148th 

	Are there sufficient pre-school places in nurseries and playgroups?

	There 35 registered childminders on the Leicestershire Children’s Information Service website covering the Broughton Astley area. There are also likely to be a number of unregistered childminders available to parents. Additionally, there is a crèche service, Thomas Estley Nursery and Pre-School and a day nursery, Teapots, both within Broughton Astley. There are 12 pre-school play groups in the Broughton Astley area.

It is also likely, bearing in mind the large number of commuters in the settlement that pre-school facilities near to places of work (in nearby settlements of Rugby,. Hinckley and Leicester) are more convenient for parents to use. There are 598 children in Broughton Astley under 5 years old. 

	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS
	

	How many Internet learning and access points are there within the town and/or villages?

	There are 4 publicly available internet access points available through the People’s Network at the Broughton Astley Library. This equates to 0.0005 publicly available internet access points per head of population.

	Is there adequate provision of non-vocational courses locally?

	Thomas Estley Community College offers  a wide range of adult education courses including sports, ITC, crafts , languages and childcare.


WORKSHEET EC4

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY needs
	CORE QUESTIONS

	How much good quality office or industrial floorspace is vacant or on the market? 
	At the time of the October 2003 Business Survey, there was no office or industrial floorspace to let on the Swannington Road Industrial estate. 

	Are there sufficient premises at affordable rents for new small businesses? 
	New small businesses are able to rent small central (e.g Main Street) premises for affordable rents (typically £6-£8,000).

	Has there been an increase or decrease in the rents of industrial and commercial property in recent years?  
	There has been no significant increase in industrial or commercial rents on the Swannington Road industrial estate in recent years.

	Have vacancy levels for commercial properties increased or decreased in recent years?  .  
	Rental prices for retail have remained relatively constant, taking into account inflationary rises in recent history. Present retail rents for an average premises are around £6,000-£8,000 per annum.

	Are there any planned expansions of existing commercial and industrial firms?  
	There are no planned expansions of existing commercial or industrial firms of which Leicester Shire Promotions are aware.

	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

	Are there economic development and funding initiatives in place to assist incoming firms and the expansion of local firms?  
	There is funding available from Business Link for Leicestershire which can provide grants of up to £1500 to business to fund up to 50% of the cost of business improvement consultancy. There is also a rural loan fund for starting and new businesses (up to 3 years old) for areas such as Broughton Astley.


WORKSHEET EC5

TOURISM AND VISITOR SERVICES
	CORE QUESTIONS

	What are the main tourist or visitor attractions including festivals and events in the town or nearby
	Broughton Astley is not a tourist centre. In the surrounding hinterland, there are attractions of the Ullesthorpe garden Centre, Ullesthorpe Court and Golf Course, Fosse Meadows, Croft Car Boot sale and Leicester Jetski Centre on Broughton Road, towards the outskirts of Stoney Stanton village.  

	How important is tourism related employment to the local economy? 
	Tourism is not a large part of the local economy. The number of residents of Broughton Astley employed in tourism is small at only 3.8% (184 people). There will be some day tourists visiting local pubs.  

	What is the range of tourist accommodation available in the area e.g. number of hotel beds by grade, bed and breakfast, youth hostels, caravan and, camping site pitches?  


	Tourist accommodation is available at the Mill-on-the-Soar hotel (25 beds).

	How many visitors come to the town or area and how long do they stay?  
	There are few visitors to Broughton Astley.

	How seasonal is the visitor activity 
	Visitors to local pubs are more likely during the summer months.

	Is there a Tourist Information Centre in the town and how well used is it?  


	There is no Tourist Information Centre in Broughton Astley, although information about the village can be found in the local library and at the Parish Council offices. 

	Does the town enter the 'Britain in Bloom' competition or the surrounding villages 'Best Kept Village'?  
	The settlement used to enter the Best Kept Large Village competition.


WORKSHEET EC6

BUSINESS SUPPORT
	CORE QUESTIONS

	Do the banks, financial institutions and other business support services offer a full range of business advice and support?  


	There are no banks in Broughton Astley. There is a Building Society but this does not offer business support services.

	Is there a presence of the following organisations in the town: Small Business Service, Business Links, Chambers of Trade or Commerce, Learning and Skills Council, Enterprise Agency? 
	There are none of these support services based in Broughton Astley. A survey of local retailers in October 2003 showed that very few respondents used business support services or felt they would find them useful.

	Are there regular events which have the potential to draw the business community together, e.g. trade fairs? 
	There are no regular trade fairs in Broughton Astley.

	What is the current and likely future status of the supply of broadband technology (>2 MBs) communication services?  
	Sutton Elms exchange is Broadband capable (the exact location of the exchange is not disclosed by British Telecoms for security reasons). Premises within 6km (as at October 2003) of the exchange should be able to receive Broadband, subject to BT line testing. NTL also offers Broadband services in the area at present. The BT exchange at Leire is due to become Broadband enabled in December 2003.

Mobile phones coverage in the area is reasonable with a clear signal from Orange and Vodaphone being available in the centre of the village and many places elsewhere.

	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS

	Is there a Business Directory or website for the town, or any arrangement for networking local suppliers?  
	There is presently no Business Directory for the settlement. Some businesses are publicised on local websites. The Harborough District Council website also provides a Business section which list, alphabetically, local businesses and provides basic contact details. 

	Are there adequate business meeting and conference facilities locally?  


	The results from the local retailers and commercial units survey in October 2003 showed that the Village Hall was considered a suitable local by 25% of respondents for business meetings. Half of respondents felt that there was no suitable business venue and one respondent felt local public houses provided suitable facilities.

	How well used are the agencies such as Small Business Service, Business Links, Chambers of Trade or Commerce, Learning and Skills Council, Enterprise Agency?  


	The local retailer and industrial survey in October 2003 showed that these services are not well used and that the majority  of respondents would not find them useful.


SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY WORKSHEETS

	CORE QUESTIONS



	What proportion of the total population live in the town as compared to the hinterland?  


	There are 8292 residents in the four district wards of Broughton Astley. The nearby ward of Dunton Bassett has 2159 residents



	What proportion of the population is of retirement age i.e. over 65/60?  


	11% of the total Broughton Astley population is over retirement age. 13.9% of females and 8% of the male population are over retirement age.  Both of these figures are lower than the regional and national averages:

East Midlands Average 
F 23.0% 
M 13.7%

England Average
F 22.8% 
M 13.2%



	What proportion of the population is under 16?  


	25.2% of the population are under the age of 16. This is higher than the regional and national averages.

East Midlands Average         20.2 %

England Average
          20.1 %



	What proportion of the population have professional and managerial jobs?

	40.6% of people across both wards have either professional or managerial jobs. This is higher than the regional and national averages.

East Midlands Average
              30.4 %

England Average

                33.6 %

	What proportion of the population have semi-skilled manual and unskilled jobs?  .


	16.3% of people have semi-skilled or unskilled jobs. This is lower than the regional and national averages.

East Midlands Average
               23.3 %

England Average

                 20.7 %

	Has the population of the town and hinterland grown or declined in the last ten years?  


	1991  Broughton Astley  population  6487

2001  Census Broughton population  8294

(note – there were ward boundary changes between 1991 and 2001)


WORKSHEET S2

HOUSING
	CORE QUESTIONS



	Does the housing needs survey give an accurate picture of housing needs for both the town and hinterland?


	Harborough District Council’s housing needs survey is presently being updated (available from December 2003 onwards). The new survey will, instead of providing a point in time ‘snapshot’, allow regular updating as it will capture data from a number of sources (Council Tax registers, Land Registry information etc.)  

	What types of houses/flats are currently available?

	Local housing stock owned by the District Council in Broughton Astley comprises 12 two-bed roomed houses, 35 three-bed houses, 21 one-bed flats, 24 two-bed flats, 7 two-bed bungalows, 15 sheltered bed-sits, 23 sheltered one-bed flats, 1 sheltered two-bed flat.  

	How much of new housing is being planned in your area, and of what type? 


	The District Council is consulting on a new Local Plan from September 2003. In it priority is given to new housing development on brownfield land in Leicester, Market Harborough and Lutterworth, then extensions to towns and finally ;and adjoining rural centres. However, the Council is also consulting on how affordable local housing in village settlements can be brought about. 

	Is existing local housing, including affordable (social), in good condition?  


	Social housing stock is generally in good repair. A recent programme has been undertaken by the District Council to upgrade heating/insulation and wiring systems. There are future plans to upgrade kitchens and bathrooms.

	Is local housing affordable? 


	No. There is a real problem of affordability in the Broughton Astley area. There is a predominance of larger detached and semi-detached housing stock in Broughton Astley with very few entry level properties. 

 Average house price in Broughton Astley is £148,123, which compares to the England and Wales average of  £177.112. The Social Housing supply is limited (see above). Rental Property is also very limited in the settlement.

	Is homelessness a problem in the area?

	There is no hostel provision in the immediate area for Broughton Astley. There is a hostel in Market Harborough, some 20 miles away which provides for the whole district.

	Does the local council give priority to a local connection for affordable housing, i.e. do local people have priority in accessing affordable housing?
	The District Council does give priority to people with a local connection.

	Is supported housing available to those who need it through special units e.g.  for the elderly?  


	There is an extra care facility in Lutterworth which services the whole of the Harborough district. This provides ‘life time housing’ to those whose physical requirements may mean the property needs re-adoption throughout a persons life (addition of hoists etc.). Additionally, there will  be a supported housing projects from December 2003 in Market Harborough, again to service the whole district, providing accommodation for those with mental health problems.    

	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS



	Will the planned provision of affordable housing meet local need? 


	Harborough District Council aims for up to 25% of new housing to be social/affordable housing as part of any section 106 agreement with developers. 

	Where there is poor quality housing, is this being addressed by improvement/investment programmes?
	See question 4 above.


WORKSHEET S3

HEALTH AND PUBLIC SAFETY
	CORE QUESTIONS



	Do the ambulance, police and fire services meet their own response time targets?

	Ambulance – The East Midlands Ambulance Service achieved its target of responding to 75% of Category ‘A’ (life-threatening) calls within 8 minutes. The EMAS will, across the entire region, be piloting different methods of working over the coming year, but cannot confirm whether this will apply to Broughton Astley.

Police – For Broughton Astley, 83% of emergency incidents were responded to within the agreed timescale (15 minutes).

Fire  -  The Fire Brigade met its response times on 81% of the call outs to Broughton Astley over the period August 2002 to August 2003. There were a total of 26 calls during the same period.

	Does the number of doctors and dentists meet the appropriate standards? 


	There is only one Medical Practice in Broughton Astley, the Orchards Medical Centre. There are 5 General Practioners  presently based there. Based on an England average of 0.51 GPs per thousand people, Brought Astley is presently adequately covered. There is also a medical practice at Stoney Stanton, 2.4 miles away. 

There is one dental practice in Broughton Astley, located on Station Road which presently has 2 dentists. The England average number of Dentists per thousand people is 0.36. Therefore Broughton Astley should, by these statistics, warrant an additional dentist.

	How easy is it for residents to get access to non-emergency hospital services as a user or visitor?  


	The nearest NHS hospital to Broughton Astley is in Lutterworth, the Fielding Palmer Cottage Hospital, some 5 miles away. The nearest main hospital (providing a wide range of clinics and services) is Leicester Royal Infirmary, 7.5 miles away. Both hospitals can be accessed relatively easily by private car.

	Is there a high incidence of crime? 


	For the beat of Broughton Astley (and Dunton Bassett) there has been a 40% reduction in crime in the last year (September 2002 to September 2003). The total number of recorded crimes over the period was 324, with the most prevalent crimes being damage and assault. When compared to regional and national crime rates, Broughton Astley fairs comparatively well. Reported incidents of burglary, assault, criminal damage and car crime are, on average, approximately a quarter less than for the East Midlands region as a whole. Compared to national rates, the picture is similar, due to the relatively high recorded crime rates for the East Midlands when compared across England and Wales. 

	Are there any crime prevention measures in place?  


	There is a CCTV system in place at the Village Hall, a Pub Watch scheme covering all of Broughton Astley’s pubs, a police office base at the Village Hall. The settlement also benefits from local foot/mobile police patrols.

There are plans to introduce a ShopWatch scheme into the settlement. Consideration is being given to a CCTV system for the central shopping area.

	Do background levels of noise, air quality and water quality meet or exceed national standards? 
	Air Quality – The Air Quality Review and Assessment report for Harborough District in 2001 concluded that for the Broughton Astley area, the National Air Quality objectives for the five main pollutants were met.

Noise – There are no significant noise issues for the settlement at present. There is a potentially significant medium terms threat to the settlement in terms of noise. Were the mega-airport at Rugby to go ahead, the settlement would be on flight paths which could produce significant noise levels.

Water Quality – Drinking Water quality is within all UK/European Union standards.

	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS



	Is the fear of crime significantly worse than actual crime rates?  


	The Pub Watch crime prevention scheme is planned to be extended into a Shop Watch scheme. Additionally, the introduction of a Village Centre CCTV system is a possibility for the settlement. Recently, the presence of a local police officer within the village has been increased by the officer having a desk available at the local village hall.

	Is there visible evidence of vandalism, unlit streets, litter or graffiti? 


	There is not a significant, noticeable issue of graffiti or vandalism in the settlement. Street lighting is reasonably good and well maintained. However, the Residents’ Feedback Survey for Broughton Astley does indicate that litter/untidiness is a significant problem, being the highest single ‘worst feature’ of the settlement. The area to the rear of the Co-Operative Supermarket is noticeable for its untidy appearance, particularly as it faces onto the main Orchard Road.


WORKSHEET S4

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS
	CORE QUESTIONS



	Do local residents have direct access to the Town or Parish, the District and the County Council in the town? 


	The Parish Council Offices in Village Hall open Monday – Friday 9 to 5pm. The District Council Offices are located in Market Harborough  which is fairly inaccessible. However, a Community Forum is held.

	Are a large number of local people involved in community activities? 
	There are a wide range of active community groups in Broughton Astley. There are 25 active local organisations registered with the Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland Community Information Network. These include fitness, film, Royal British Legion, Karate and Town Twinning groups. There is also evidence of other clubs and societies not shown on this site, such as a local Scouts group and an active local Historical Society. From the responses received in the Residents’ Feedback Survey, 24 % reported using the Community Centre facilities in Broughton Astley.  

	Is there somebody who can help develop community involvement?  


	The Rural Community Council (Leicestershire and Rutland) provides a platform for building capacity for community involvement. The healthcheck process will support local residents in gaining skills to be involved in delivering against the Action Plan, with the support of the Rural Centres Project Manager. The Settlement is also supported by a dedicated Parish Manager, District Council officers and Council for Voluntary Services in Lutterworth.

	Have community groups been influential in developing policies or strategies?  


	A Village Appraisal was conducted in 1992. Additionally, a new Parish Plan is due to be undertaken in the nearby settlement of Dunton Bassett. 


WORKSHEET S5

SPORT, LEISURE AND OPEN SPACE
	CORE QUESTIONS

	Are local sports and leisure facilities in good condition and in demand?  


	The Village Hall is used for indoor sports (including Badminton and Judo) and is well maintained. There are playing fields at Thomas Estley Community College which are used for football. Additionally, there are well maintained children’s recreational areas and a Cricket pitch in the settlement.

	Is there any unmet demand for specific sports or leisure facilities?  


	There is popular local demand for a local Leisure Centre, as demonstrated by the  Resident’s Survey . There is also youth  demand for a local skateboard park.

	Are local open spaces and parks for leisure and recreation as well as sport of a high quality?  


	The largest open space is the Recreation ground along Frolesworth Road which has extensive and well maintained children’s play equipment, a cricket field and supporting buildings. There is also open space at the top of Coventry Walk, presently mainly used by residents for dog walking.

	Are there any parks in the town and its hinterland?  


	In the hinterland, Frolesworth has Fosse Meadows Nature park which is well maintained and has basic toilet facilities.

	Are there any known threats of loss of open space and parks or closure of facilities due to either development proposals or reduction in budgets? 
	No known threats

	Are there adequate opportunities to pursue outdoor sporting activities?  

	Witham Villa provides horse riding facilities to the north of Broughton Astley. To the west of the settlement, there are facilities for fishing, Jet Ski-ing. In Sutton-in-the-Elms, there is an outdoor go-karting track.

	Do many people have to travel outside the town to take part in certain sports? 


	Football, Cricket and Badminton are the main participation sports which can be done within the settlement. Travel elsewhere will be required for other sports. 

	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS
	

	Are there any residential areas which are over 400 metres from an area of open space?  .


	Yes. A large proportion of the east end of the settlement and all of Sutton-in-the-Elms is more than 400 yards from defined free of charge sporting areas (such as the Recreation Ground). 

	


WORKSHEET S6

CULTURE AND HERITAGE
	CORE QUESTIONS



	Does the town have an adequate range of cultural facilities e.g. theatre, cinema, art gallery, museum or library?

	The present library building is a temporary, ‘port-a-cabin’ style of building. A new library, currently under construction, will be opened in Spring 2005. The nearest theatres are in Hinckley and Leicester. The nearest local history museum is in Lutterworth, with a larger museum in Leicester. There are Art Galleries in Leicester. 

	Are there regular events which have the potential to draw the whole community together?  


	Historically, the settlement has had a ‘Hospital Saturday’ and Village Galas which have now ceased. More recently, there was also a visiting carnival, which has also now ceased.

	Does the local community have a mechanism to report and comment on local events and issues?  


	There is a local Parish newsletter, Broughton Matters and a local newspaper, The Lutterworth Mail. Additionally, there is a Hinckley edition of the Leicester Mercury. St Mary’s Church also publish a monthly magazine.

	Do town and rural communities have adequate community venues?  


	The Community College has rooms for hire, as does the Village Hall. Rooms can also be booked at the Conservative Club and some of the local pubs.

	Does the area have any strong cultural associations such as famous people, events or literary links or any famous products?  


	No 

	Are there strong historic associations with the area? 


	The area was a hotbed for non-conformists and there are 17th century reports detailing Quaker persecution  and Baptist congregations who  met in a nearby woods to sing as they feared the local rector. 

Roman remains were found in Sutton in the Elms and the Parish is bounded by the Fosse Way




TRANSPORT AND ACCESSIBILITY

	CORE QUESTIONS

	What is the distance to a national network of dual carriageway roads from the town and the least and most accessible villages?  


	The M1/M69 motorways are approximately 7 miles from Broughton Astley.

	What is the distance and average travel time by car to nearest large town, from the town itself and from the most and least accessible village within the surrounding countryside
	Hinckley is 7 miles away and takes approximately 15 minutes to reach by car. Leicester 10 miles away and takes approximately 25 minutes to reach.

	What improvements are planned for the local/regional highway network in your area? 
	There are no improvements planned for Broughton Astley area.

	How far is the train station from the town centre by foot, bicycle, taxi and bus?  


	There is no train station in Broughton Astley. The nearest train stations are at Narborough (5 miles, although no direct bus service) and Hinckley (7 miles, only a single bus service each day).

	Is the main bus station or main concentration of bus termini in the town centre?  


	There is no bus station in the settlement. The nearest main bus station is in Leicester. The bus stops in the centre of Broughton Astley are nearby to local shops and services.

	Is it convenient to change between train and coach and/or bus services, i.e. is it easy to walk into town or is there a bus service that connects with the trains? 
	There are no direct buses to local train stations

	What is the frequency of rail services?  


	Trains run from Narborough to Leicester every 30 minutes on weekdays, from Narborough to Rugby every hour on weekdays and from Narborough to Coventry there is a twice hourly service. A private car to reach Narborough station would be required to make train commuting a viable option.

	What is the travel time to the nearest large town by bus/coach/train, from the town and from villages in the surrounding countryside?
	Hinckley – limited service – twice weekly
Leicester – 40 – 45 minute journey

Rugby – 1 hour plus (around villages)

	What is the number of national coach services per day?  


	There are no national coach services direct from Broughton Astley. Travel into Leicester Main bus station would be required first.

	What improvements are planned for the public transport infrastructure and public transport services in your area?  


	New hourly service between Rugby and Leicester.

Lutterworth and Broughton Astley Volunteer Centre (located in Lutterworth) presently run a number of community transport initiatives, which are detailed elsewhere in these worksheets.

	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS



	Is it as quick and easy to travel to the nearest large town by public transport as it is by car

	No it isn’t. It takes approximately 1 hour to travel to Leicester by bus, compared to about 25 minutes by car. It takes 40 minutes to travel to Lutterworth by bus compared with about 10 minutes by car.

	Are there cycle or walking routes between towns and villages?


	There are a good number of public footpaths and a smaller number of bridleways in Broughton Astley which provide connections to nearby settlements of Frolesworth, Leire and Dunton Bassett for example. There are no cycle routes. 


WORKSHEET T2 

EASE OF ACCESS TO SERVICES
	CORE QUESTIONS

	Are bus and train times from outlying villages to the town convenient for traveling to work and children going to school? 


	There is a good bus service to Leicester with approximately one every 20 minutes. Bus services elsewhere are less convenient and often require changing service at least once. There are specific buses for school children in the area. There are no safe cycle routes in the area. There are no train stations within the settlement.

	Are there any planned changes to rural public transport services?  


	The present Route 140 runs twice daily between Rugby and Leicester, via Broughton Astley. The County Council has consulted on a proposed new route for the 140, also passing through Broughton Astley, which will run at an hourly frequency. The County Council aims to ensure that 95% of the County’s population can access and hourly bus service, and where provision falls short for the remaining 5%, additional, demand-lead services would be introduced.  

	Is public transport accessible to the mobility impaired?  


	Arriva run route 84, which advertises as operating low-floor buses on the route (subject to occasionally substituting conventional step entrance buses). The low-floor should allow wheelchair access to the bus.

The newly improved 140 service will be put out to tender by the County Council. The tender will specify low-level floor access for wheelchair users. However, final decisions on the tenders will be made by the County Council based on cost factors.



	Are there special public and private transport services e.g. bus, taxi, or alternative community or voluntary transport catering for people who are mobility-impaired? 


	Lutterworth and Broughton Astley Volunteer Centre run a number of community access schemes for the mobility impaired. For example, a Social Car scheme is run by volunteers for transport and assistance at a standard rate of 30p per mile (discounted by the County Council) or for 15p per mile for those with bus passes. Additionally, there are fully accessible mini-bus schemes and, from October 2003, a ‘Lutterworth Village Link’ demand-responsive mini-bus scheme will run three times daily connecting Broughton Astley and surrounding settlements. There is also an independent group, Broughton Astley Community Transport, which provides shopping trips/mini-bus hire to community groups in Broughton Astley.

	Is information on public transport easy to obtain?

	Local Bus timetables can be found in the Local Library and Broughton Astley Village Hall. Information is not well provided for at each bus stop though where often no printed schedule or an outdated schedule of services. Local timetables can also be accessed through a number of websites, such as the Midlands area of the UK Bus Timetable Directory.

The Community Transport Services provided by Lutterworth and Broughton Astley Volunteer Centre are not widely publicised at the time of writing. However, increased support for these services from Leicestershire County Council will allow for greater publicity in the future.  

	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS

	How many public services are available on-line and where can they be accessed?  


	On-line computer services can be accessed at the local library. The Library home page has good links to other key local service providers, such as the County Council, Leicestershire Constabulary. Additionally, via the Library website, access to two websites specific to Broughton Astley can easily be made where links to the Parish and District Councils, amongst many others, can be made. 

Although on-line public service access is relatively good, local knowledge of the available on-line services is less good.  

	Do buses travel right into the town centre?  
	Yes.

	How easy is it to get to health, education, cultural and retail services by public transport?
	Rugby hospital could be reached by bus via Dunton Bassett and Lutterworth. Leicester Royal Infirmary is a one hour bus journey and an additional 20 minute walk from the city centre.

The nearest leisure centre is at Lutterworth, but there is no bus service to Broughton Astley after 6pm.

There is no bus service to Fosse Park shopping centre. 

Cultural facilities in Leicester can be reached easily by bus. 

	How easy is it to get to health, education, cultural and retail services by car?  
	All services are easily accessible by car as the village is served by good road links..

	What time is the last Friday or Saturday night bus service from the town to villages in the surrounding countryside?  


	On both Friday and Saturday nights, the last bus from Broughton Astley to Leicester departs at 21.55. Coming back from Leicester to Broughton Astley, the last departure is at 22.50. The last bus’s departure from Broughton Astley makes a night-life in the town difficult for those reliant on public transport.


WORKSHEET T3

EASE OF MOVEMENT AROUND THE TOWN
	CORE QUESTIONS

	Are there any particular locations, e.g. shopping streets, where there is conflict between pedestrians and cars, buses or heavy vehicles?  


	The top end of Main Street is closed to through traffic. The area can become congested with cars from shoppers/shop workers lining the road conflicting with pedestrians using the facilities and also goods deliver vans needing close access to retail outlets.

	Where are the short and long-term car parks, coach parks and disabled parking spaces, and how well used are they?   


	There is space for approximately 75 vehicles in the car park to the rear of the Co-Operative supermarket (owned by Harborough District Council). Additionally, there are approximately 12 spaces at the Library and 60 spaces at the Village Hall. There is no public car parking at the Doctors Surgery (patients use the Co-operative car park. The available car parking is well used. However, combined with free on-street parking near to the shops, there is a noticeable parking problem along Main Street which is closed to car access at its westerly end. There are 4 disabled parking spaces at the car park to the rear of the Co-op.   

	How well used are the on and off-street car and coach parks?  


	There is a reasonable provision of both on and off street parking in the Main Street shopping area. Observations show that it is well used, but that spaces can be found at most times of the day. Peak usage coincides with school closing times.

Elsewhere in Broughton Astley, parking is less well provided. For example, stopping outside of shops along Station Road in the east of the settlement can be awkward as it requires stopping on the main road.

	Are the majority of disabled parking places within 250 metres of the main focal points of the town centre e.g. the main shopping area? 
	Yes – the disabled spaces provided in the car park to the rear of the Co-op is within close range of the majority of shops. 

	Can buses move freely throughout the town centre? 


	Yes, although access is not available through Main Street which is closed to through traffic at its westerly end. Buses move along the adjacent Orchard Road.

	Are there any traffic management measures in place?  


	There are a number of large sleeping policemen along Orchard Road. There are also a variety of traffic calming methods in many of the residential areas of the settlement. There is no through access to vehicles along the westerly end of Main Street, the main shopping area.

	Are the main shopping streets in the town centre pedestrianised or with pedestrian priority measures?

	Main Street is sealed to through traffic at its westerly end. Through traffic is diverted around the main shopping area along Orchard Road. Main Street is still accessible by vehicle from its easterly end. Although the main shopping area is not fully pedestrianised, the absence of through-traffic creates a safer environment. However, there is also a bottleneck at the closed end of Main Street with vehicles turning in a narrow space and at certain times of the day goods delivery vehicles moving in a confined space.

	Where are the main foot and cyclepaths within the town? 


	There are a number of mapped footpaths and bridleways across from the settlement across open land to the nearby settlements of Leire, Frolesworth and Dunton Bassett.  There are not any safe cycle routes. 

	Is it easy to find your way around town?  


	There is relatively good signage throughout the village. In particular, there is signage to the Village Centre, Library, Free Parking, Toilets (including Disabled) and Recycling facilities. 

	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS

	Are the pavements in good condition and are there dropped kerbs at crossing points?  


	The pavements in the main shopping area are in good condition, being of a uniform and relatively new stone block design. There are dropped kerbs in many places. 

	Are the majority of short-term parking places within 400 metres of the main shopping area?  


	The parking facilities are very close to Main Street and the main shopping area. Short term parking spaces near to the smaller shopping facilities on Station Road (towards Dunton Bassett) are limited to parking on the main road or nearby residential side streets.

	Do buses experience delays or unreliability as a result of traffic conditions and/or traffic management measures in the town? 
	The bus route through Broughton Astley runs along Station Road. The use of this road does not cause significant delay to the service

	Are there dedicated/segregated cycle routes linking residential areas to the town centre and to local schools?
	No.


ENVIRONMENT

	CORE QUESTIONS

	What are the main landmarks or distinctive buildings in the town? 


	Church of St Mary

Quaker Cottage and The Stone House (Sutton in the Elms)

Main Street/Station road crossroads with Cosby Road/Frolesworth Road – with Bulls Head PH and War Memorial on opposite corners

The Liberal Hall – with a moulding of Gladstone

Oddfellows Cottages (Main Street)

The Station House, Station Hotel (now Red Admiral PH) and adjoining area associated with the railway

George and Dragon PH

Baptist Chapel – oldest congregation in the County

The Mill on the Soar PH



	What are the focal points in the settlement? 
	‘The Triangle’ village centre area

Parish Church

Baptist Chapel

Thomas Estley Community College

Recreation Ground (on Frolesworth Road)

Broughton Astley brook



	Is there an historic core to the town? 


	There are no designated conservation areas.

There are some areas with clusters of older/more distinct buildings, such as:

· The Triangle

· Broughton Astley Railway & Station Road near Gun Shop and Post Office area.

· Sutton in the Elms



	Are there any individual and/or groups of buildings which display design, detailing or materials which give the town a distinctive character?  
	Overall, the older parts of the village have a 19th/early 20th Century character.  There is no distinctive Broughton Astley style or design feature that is apparent across the village.  

	Are there any unattractive areas in the town?  


	The area to the rear of the Co-op and adjoining shops is used for storage and contains rubbish from the Store.  The toilets are in a poor state of repair and cleanliness.

Traffic calming - in two places in the village the roads have been blocked off (at the traffic lights at Broughton Way / Station Road and Main Street / Leicester Road).  At Main Street a large brick wall has been built to stop access, this is ‘affectionately’ called by locals The Berlin Walls (as also is the other brick wall by the traffic lights where Broughton Way enters the village.

Elms Farm off Broughton Way is used as a storage and lorry parking site, with several skip lorries run from the farm.

The boundary fence of the Thomas Estley College is somewhat decrepit and becomes clogged with litter.

The area off Leicester Road / Fosse Way needs cleaning regularly because of camping by travellers.



	Are there any distinctive features which define the limits of the town, such as historic city walls, a river or a bypass? 


	The Fosse Way (B4114) forms western boundary of the parish.  The Broughton Way relief road forms something of a boundary to the village.  However, Sutton in the Elms is on the north side of the road.  It is expected that building will occur on the north side of Broughton Way at some point in the future, although it is currently outside of the village local plan.

	Are the buildings, streets and furniture in the town centre in good condition?  
	Some sympathetic management would enhance the village shopping area.

	re the ‘main gateways' to the town centre attractive and well maintained (including train and bus stations)? 
	There are four road links into the village.  These could be given more of a ‘gateway’ feel to enhance the sense of community.  An attractive sign could be placed at the crossroads.

	Are the main pedestrian routes between car parks and the town centre attractive, well maintained and safe to use during the day and at night?
	The car park to the rear of the Co-op is considered to be a potentially anti social area after dark.

	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS

	Is the town centre dominated by shops or are there a range of other uses which take place such as housing and employment? 
	The village centre shopping area is mixed retail and housing. 

	Are there areas in the town which are over-cluttered with signs, street furniture, advertising hoardings etc?  
	Additional signage needed at entrance to main shopping area to indicate it is a no through road/dead end.

	Are there important groups of trees which are either covered by Tree Preservation Orders or are important to the character of the town? 


	There are important trees:

· in the Rectory grounds near to the Church.

· An oak tree is on the common ground in front of the Church, this was planted to commemorate Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee.

· On the  Recreation Ground.

There is a small planting at the junction of Coventry Road.  The trees themselves are not of great importance as they are fairly young, the area as a whole enhances the approach to the village as do the trees at the junction of Cosby Road and Broughton Way.


Worksheet EN2

THE COUNTRYSIDE
	CORE QUESTIONS

	What is the local countryside's distinctive character?  
	The land around Broughton Astley is agricultural with fields enclosed by mainly hawthorn hedges.

The land is still actively farmed for livestock and arable.

	Is the landscape of high quality? 
	The landscape is not of high quality, being typical to south Leicestershire.

	Are there areas of historic importance?  
	The only SAM in the area is at Dunton Bassett off Church Lane where there is a moated site which includes a small fishpond.  It is a good example of a Leicestershire manorial moated site with a well-preserved fishpond.

There are remnants of a 16th/17th Century garden feature at the entrance to St Mary’s Close (Broughton Astley).  This was a mound at the termination of one leg of the moat that was on the old  rectory site until the 1950’s.

	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS

	Are there plans for major change on the urban edge?  
	The current Local Plan has no provision for additional housing in the area.  The village is possible there will be additional housing in the future.


Worksheet EN3

LINKS BETWEEN TOWN AND COUNTRY
	CORE QUESTIONS

	Are there natural or man-made features such as rivers, canals, roads or railway corridors that link the town and country?  


	The river Leire runs through the village and provides a link to the countryside.

The disused railway to the village edge also provides a link.  Only part of the section is designated as a footpath.  In the neighbouring village of Leire the old railway line has been developed into a nature trail.

	Are there distinctive design elements found in both the town and the surrounding countryside?  


	None identified

	Are there any memorable views either from the town to the countryside or from the countryside of the town?  


	View to Croft Hill from Farm Road behind the allotments and from hilltops around the village.

	Are historic commercial links between the town and country still apparent? 
	Important sites that remain include the gravel pit off Dunton Road.  A former mill pool in the village has now been filled in and is part of a modern housing estate.

There are links to former water mills in area through names such as Mill Farm, Soar Mill Bridge and Mill on the Soar (PH).

	Does the character of the surrounding countryside become less distinct the closer it gets to the town edge? 


	The former railway line embankment has been encroached upon for housing development in some areas.

	SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

	Are there any long distance or locally important footpaths, cycle paths or bridleways linking town and country? 
	The Leicestershire Round long distance footpath runs through the neighbouring parishes of Dunton Bassett, Frolesworth and Leire.


APPENDIX D

Report on the results of the Residents Feedback Survey for Broughton Astley

Background

In February 2003 a four-page questionnaire (see Appendix E) was distributed in Broughton Astley and a selection of the surrounding villages. The aim of the questionnaire was two-fold; firstly to establish the views of local residents on what they saw as important local issues; secondly to publicise and gain support for the Healthcheck process. The questionnaire was not designed to be an incontrovertible, statistically significant representation of the views of all sectors of the community.  

Approximately 3150 surveys were delivered in total, 2737 by direct delivery through a distribution company in Broughton Astley itself and around 400 delivered by hand to areas in Dunton Bassett, Frolesworth and Leire.

To encourage response a prize of £50 of shopping vouchers donated by the local Co-op were offered, to be drawn at random from the fully completed questionnaires.  The questionnaires could be mailed back or dropped off locally at either the library or Parish Council offices.

190 responses were received in total representing a return rate of 6%.  This is by no means a large response, but could be considered ‘good’ in comparison to other door-to-door questionnaire returns.

Results

The following section outlines the preliminary findings of the Broughton Astley Healthcheck  questionnaire, these findings will form the basis for further evaluation, I have commented on the results where I felt further explanation was necessary.

	Q1) Where do you live?


	Number of responses
	Percentage

	Broughton Astley (including Sutton in Elms & Primethorpe)
	178
	93.68

	Dunton Bassett
	5
	2.63

	Frolesworth
	4
	2.11

	Leire
	3
	1.58


	Q2) Are you:


	Number of responses
	Percentage

	Female
	136
	71.58

	Male
	54
	28.42


	Q3) To which of the following age groups do you belong?


	Number of responses
	Percentage

	Under 18
	1
	0.53

	18 – 24
	3
	1.59

	25 – 39
	35
	18.52

	40 – 54
	56
	29.63

	55 – 64
	28
	14.81

	65 and over
	66
	34.92


	Q4) How often do you visit Broughton Astley village centre


	Number of responses
	Percentage

	Every day
	48
	25.40

	2 – 5 times a week
	110
	58.20

	Once a week
	24
	12.70

	Once a month
	6
	3.17

	Never
	1
	0.53


	Q5) What is your main reason for visiting Broughton Astley?


	Number of responses
	Percentage

	Employment
	6
	3.39

	Shopping
	153
	86.44

	Leisure Activities
	2
	1.13

	Education
	4
	2.26

	Health Related
	6
	3.39

	Visiting friends and family
	6
	3.39


Respondents were asked to only make one response to Question 5, this was to ascertain their main reason for visiting.

	Q6) Which of the following facilities and services do you use in Broughton Astley?  
	Number of responses
	Percentage

	Food shopping
	181
	95.26

	Any other shopping
	125
	65.79

	Parks/sports facilities
	71
	37.37

	Pub, cafe, restaurant, etc.
	105
	55.26

	Community Centres
	46
	24.21

	Post Office
	73
	38.42

	Building Society
	95
	50.00

	Doctors / dentists
	161
	84.74


The percentages shown for questions 6 & 7 represent the number of people using each service rather than a percentage of the number of response.  People where allowed to give multiple responses to these questions.

	Q7) Which of the following do you use in and around Broughton Astley  
	Number of responses
	Percentage

	Thomas Estley Community College
	63
	39.38

	Broughton Astley Village Hall
	84
	52.50

	Other Village halls
	12
	7.50

	Parks and play equipment
	79
	49.38

	Sports facilities
	6
	3.75

	Library
	101
	63.13

	Citizens advice bureau
	19
	11.88


	Q8) If you do not use the library service, why not?


	Number of responses
	Percentage

	Inconvenient opening times
	13
	17.57

	Inaccessible location
	3
	4.05

	Lack of interest
	58
	78.38


	Q9) If you do not use the Citizens Advice Bureau, why not?


	Number of responses
	Percentage

	Inconvenient opening times
	11
	6.25

	Inaccessible location
	0
	0.00

	Lack of interest
	15
	8.52

	No need to visit
	150
	85.23


	Q10) Do you take part in any recreational activities outside of Broughton Astley?


	Number of responses
	Percentage

	Yes
	106
	56.68

	No
	81
	43.32


	Q 11) What activities are you involved in and where do they take place?

	Activities
	Numbers
	Percentage
	Location

	Swimming
	53
	27.89
	Lutterworth 11

Enderby 30 

Hinckley 8

Ullesthorpe 3

Beaumont Leys 2

Meridian, Stoney Stanton, Braunstone 

	Gym
	22
	11.58
	Enderby Hinckley Blaby Meridian Leicester Ullesthorpe Huncote Braunstone Enderby Lutterworth

	Badminton / Squash
	5
	2.63
	Enderby

	Tennis
	6
	3.16
	Leicester Stoney Stanton, Lutterworth Huncote

	Keep fit / Yoga
	8
	4.21
	Enderby Huncote Aylestone

	Aqua-aerobics 
	3
	1.57
	Enderby Elmesthorpe Hinckley Coventry

	Art / crafts class
	5
	2.63
	Enderby Cosby Leicester

	Skateboarding
	3
	1.57
	Leicester Lutterworth

	Golf
	9
	4.74
	Whetstone Blaby Lutterworth Leicester Enderby Cosby

	Bowling
	5
	2.63
	Meridian Lutterworth

	Theatre/ cinema
	6
	3.16
	Rugby Leicester Birmingham Nottingham

	Adult education 
	7
	3.68
	Thomas Estley, Leicester College

	Horse Riding
	2
	1.05
	Claybrook

	Other sports / general
	14
	7.37
	Various

	Other clubs & societies 

(non-sports)
	17
	8.95
	Various

	Others / miscellaneous
	8
	4.21
	Various


The percentages shown relates to the percentage of people involved in the activity from the total number of respondents (i.e. 190). This shows that over a quarter of all people who responded to the questionnaire go swimming.

Question 12 Are you involved in any activities or groups locally and where do they take place? This question provided a large range of answers with no clear favourite local group or activity. The full set of answers can be found in Appendix E.
	Q13) What problems do you think the area you live in have?
	Number of responses
	Percentage

	Crime / Vandalism
	83
	45.36

	Transport
	62
	35.52

	Litter / untidiness
	135
	73.77

	Lack of retail facilities
	23
	12.57

	Anti-social behaviour
	59
	32.24

	Lack of community facilities
	32
	17.49

	Lack of sports facilities
	96
	52.46

	Drug / alcohol abuse
	35
	19.13

	Other
	14
	13.11


By far the majority of people thought ‘litter & untidiness’ is the greatest problem facing Broughton Astley.  The ‘lack of sports facilities’ and ‘crime & vandalism’ also featured highly in peoples concerns.

	Q14) Which facilities / activities would you like to see more of in Broughton Astley?
	Number of responses
	Percentage of response

	Leisure / entertainment
	78
	43.82

	Facilities for children
	40
	22.47

	Facilities for young people
	123
	69.10

	Sports facilities
	93
	52.25

	Affordable housing
	31
	17.42

	Employment opportunities
	26
	14.61

	Public open space
	33
	18.54

	Car parking
	23
	12.92

	Shops
	38
	21.35

	Other
	39
	21.91


Facilities for young people were seen as desirable by over two thirds of respondents and sports facilities by over half.

	Q15) In your opinion what are the three best aspects of Broughton Astley?
	Number of responses
	Percentage of response

	Bus service
	19
	4.56

	Doctors 

	33
	7.91

	Education
	33
	7.91

	Environment
	20
	4.8

	Facilities
	30
	7.19

	Location
	61
	14.63

	Parks / open space
	28
	6.71

	People
	24
	5.76

	Shops
	30
	7.19

	Other
	139
	33.33


Respondents were asked to choose their top three best aspects of Broughton Astley.  By far the most popular response was its location, with nearly 15% of the total answers given and nearly a third of respondents naming it as one of their reasons.  The ‘other’ responses can be found listed in Appendix 3.

	Q16) In your opinion what are the three  worst aspects of Broughton Astley?
	Number of responses
	Percentage

	Crime / lack of police presence
	16
	3.59

	Dog mess

	24
	5.38

	Lack of facilities for young people
	41
	9.19

	Lack of leisure facilities
	46
	10.31

	Litter / cleanliness
	76
	17.04

	Size of the village
	18
	4.04

	Traffic / parking
	57
	12.78

	Other
	140
	37.67


The ‘other’ responses can be found listed in Appendix E. Additional comments that were made not relating to any particular question can also be found in Appendix E.
APPENDIX E

Broughton Astley Residents’ Feedback Questionaire – Supplementary Information

The Questionnaire Design

Your chance to improve Broughton Astley and win a top prize for yourself!!

‘Healthcheck’ for Broughton Astley

Residents’ Feedback Survey
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This questionnaire forms an important part of this community based project to help improve Broughton Astley, and the surrounding rural areas.  The Healthcheck is a project, facilitated by the Rural Community Council, which allows the local community to identify issues of concern in the settlement and find realistic achievable solutions to problems.

Information is being gathered on all aspects of the Broughton Astley under the topic areas of Economy, Environment, Social & Community, and Transport and Accessibility.  This data and statistics will be combined with the local knowledge of residents working on the project and service providers such as the local authorities to build up a comprehensive view of the strengths and weaknesses of the settlement.

As a resident in the Broughton Astley area, it would help us greatly if you could give your views on how the quality of life for people living in, working in and visiting Broughton Astley could be improved.

Once all the information has been compiled it will be combined with specific project ideas to form an ‘Action Plan for Broughton Astley’.  This document will outline where the local community would like to see Broughton Astley in the future.

As a ‘thank you’ for completing the survey you have the chance to win £50 of shopping vouchers* for the Midlands Co-op by returning the questionnaire, fully completed with your name and address included by Monday 10th March 2003.
	Name:
	

	Address
	

	Postcode
	
	Telephone number
	


If you do not wish to complete the questionnaire but have any comments you want to make please e-mail your thoughts to djacklin@ruralcc.org.uk with the Subject line ‘Broughton Astley Comments’.

*Shopping vouchers kindly provided by Midlands Co-operative Society Limited.

	Q1.
	Where do you live?


	Broughton Astley (including Sutton in Elms & Primethorpe)
	(
	
	Dunton Bassett
	(
	

	Frolesworth
	(
	
	Leire
	(
	
	Other
	(
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	Q1A.
	If other, please state…


	
	
	
	


	Q2.
	Are you:

	
	
	
	Female
	(
	
	Male
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Q3.
	To which of the following age groups do you belong?


	Under 18
	(
	
	18 - 24
	(
	
	24 - 39
	(

	40 - 54
	(
	
	55 - 64
	(
	
	65 and over
	(


	Q4.
	How often do you visit Broughton Astley village centre?

	
	Please give one response only


	Every day
	(
	
	2 - 5 times a week
	(
	
	Once a week
	(
	

	Once a month
	(
	
	Never
	(
	
	
	
	


	Q5.
	What is your main reason for visiting Broughton Astley?

	
	Please give one response only


	Employment
	(
	
	Shopping
	(
	
	Leisure Activities
	(

	Education
	(
	
	Health Related
	(
	
	Visiting friends/family
	(


	Q6.
	Which of the following facilities and services do you use in Broughton Astley?

	
	Tick all that apply


	Food shopping
	(
	
	Any other shopping
	(
	
	Parks/sports facilities
	(
	

	Pub, cafe, restaurant, etc.
	(
	
	Community Centres
	(
	
	Post Office
	(
	

	Building Society
	(
	
	Library
	(
	
	Doctors / dentists
	(
	


	Q7.
	Which of the following do you use in and around Broughton Astley?

	
	Tick all that apply


	Thomas Estley Community College
	(
	
	Broughton Astley Village Hall
	(
	
	Other Village Halls
	(
	
	Parks & play equipment
	(
	

	Sports facilities
	(
	
	Library


	(
	
	Citizens Advice Bureau
	(
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	Q8.
	If you do not use the library service, why not?


	Inconvenient opening times
	(
	
	Inaccessible location
	(
	
	Lack of interest
	(


	Q9.
	If you do not use the Citizens Advice Bureau, why not?


	Inconvenient opening times
	(
	
	Lack publicity/information about their services
	(

	Inaccessible location
	(
	
	No need to visit
	(


	Q10.
	Do you take part in any recreational activities outside of Broughton Astley?


	
	
	
	Yes
	(
	
	No
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Q11.
	What activities are you involved in and where do they take place?
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	Q12.
	What activities or groups are you involved in locally and where do they take place?
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	Q13.
	What problems do you think the area you live in have?

	
	Please choose the three you think are the worst


	Crime / Vandalism
	(
	
	Transport
	(
	
	Litter / Untidiness
	(
	

	Lack of retail facilities


	(
	
	Anti-social behaviour
	(
	
	Lack of community facilities
	(
	

	Lack of sports facilities
	(
	
	Drug / alcohol abuse
	(
	
	Other
	(
	


	Q13A.
	If other please state


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Q14.
	Which facilities / activities would you like to see more of in Broughton Astley?

	
	Please choose the top three you would like to see


	Leisure/entertainment
	(
	
	Facilities for children
	(
	
	Facilities for young people
	(
	

	Sports facilities
	(
	
	Affordable housing
	(
	
	Employment opportunities
	(
	

	Public open spaces
	(
	
	Car parking
	(
	
	Shops
	(
	

	Other
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Q14A.
	If other please state


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Q16.
	In your opinion what are the three best aspects of Broughton Astley?


	[image: image6.wmf]1.
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	


	Q17.
	In your opinion what are the three worst aspects of Broughton Astley?
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	2.
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	


	If you have any other comments that you have not been able to express elsewhere in the questionnaire, please let us know here...


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


[image: image8.wmf]Many thanks for taking the time to complete this questionnaire. Your contributions are much appreciated.

If you would like any further information about this questionnaire or the ‘Healthcheck for Broughton Astley’ project please call Dan Jacklin on 0116 266 2905 or e-mail djacklin@ruralcc.org.uk.

There will be further consultation taking place in Broughton Astley.  This will concentrate on specific project ideas and follow on from the main areas of concern identified in this questionnaire.  There will also be the need for a group of volunteers to co-ordinate the project at the local level.  If you are interested in being involved in either of these, please indicate below:

I would like to be involved in further consultation
(
I would like to help to run the project locally 

(
Please return the questionnaire to: Broughton Astley Healthcheck, Rural Centres Project, 

133 Loughborough Road, Leicester, LE4 5LQ 

or deliver it to Broughton Astley Parish Council Office or Broughton Astley Library by Monday 10th March 2003.

Results of Q12 Are you involved in any activities or groups locally and where do they take place?

	Activities provided by Scheme Manager (Arkwright House) 

	Aerobics - TECC. Tiny Tots Dance & Movements - BA VH. 

	Allotment 

	Allotment Association 

	Art class at Thomas Estley 

	B.A.G.A. at VH 

	BA Gardeners Association - Western Willows Allotments. 

	Badminton - BA VH. W.I. BA VH. Darts - Conservative Club. Keep Fit - TECC 

	Ballet - Thomas Estley  

	Baptist Church 

	Baton Twinning Association - BA VH. Church activities - Sutton Elms Baptist. 

	Beaver Scouts - BA 

	Blood donating at VH, Drama productions 

	Bowls - TE College. Over 21 club (VH) 

	Broughton Astley FC 

	Broughton Astley Heritage Society - BA VH 

	Broughton Astley Heritage Society - Village Hall 

	Brownies at Dunton Bassett 

	Brownies at Thomas Estley, Horse Riding at Witham Villa, Modern and tap dance at Thomas Estley 

	Chatter and platter luncheon - Sutton in the Elms Baptist Church 

	Children involved in football and Girls Brigade 

	Childrens Beavers - Dunton Bassett. Activities at Hallbrook County Primary School. 

	Childrens rugby - Lutterworth Rugby Club 

	Christian Fellowship & Playgroup - VH. Opportunities Playgroup - VH. P.T.A. - Thomas Estley 

	Church - BA. Twinning - BA 

	Computer classes - TECC 

	Conservative Club. Toc 4. 

	Cubs at Scout Hut, Youth Club at Sutton-in-the-Elms Church, Guides at Thomas Estley 

	Dance - VH. Visiting local pubs. 

	Dance Tots. Playgroup. (BA VH) 

	Dunton Bassett History Group - DB VH. Dunton B. Parish Councillor. Wife - Dunton B. W.I. - DB VH 

	Evening class - TE College 

	Evening classes at Thomas Estley, Allotment, B.A.G.A. at VH 

	Evergreen Group at Ullesthorpe, Lunch club at Thomas Estley, Sutton-in-the-Elms Church. 

	Fitness - TECC 

	Flower Show. Local carnival. 

	Folk music sessions - the Royal Oak and Red Admiral 

	French, Keep Fit at Thomas Estley 

	Functions at BA VH. St. Mary`s Church, BA 

	Happy Circle, Conservative Club. Lunches at College. 

	Heritage Society, Parish Councillor (VH) 

	IT training at Lutterworth 

	Keep Fit - TECC 

	Keep fit - Thomas Estley 

	Keep fit - Thomas Estley, Twinning Association - VH 

	Keep Fit in Retirement at Thomas Estley College 

	Keep Fit at VH, Playgroups 

	Labour Party at Thomas Estley, Co-operative Party at VH 

	Line dancing & Twinning association - Village Hall 

	Lunch club at Thomas Estley 

	Luncheon Club - Thomas Estley College. Chatter & Platter - Sutton in Elms Chapel Rooms. 

	Lutterworth Ramblers.Baptist Church, Sutton Elms. Army Cadets, D of E. TECC. 

	Lutterworth Rugby Club. Allotment, Sutton Elms. 

	Member of the IPMS Group - Village Hall 

	Men`s Keep Fit – TECC 

	Mothers Union – Cosby. RNA - Wigston 

	None 

	None 

	None 

	None at present. 

	None now, but spectate soccer matches at TECC and soccer & cricket on rec. ground. 

	Nothing available. 

	Nothing in Broughton. Participate in Barwell 

	Over 21 Club - VH. Conservative Club bingo. 

	Over 21 club at VH, Heritage Society, British Legion at Cons Club, Riding for Disabled Witham Villa 

	Over 21`s - Village Hall 

	Over 25 Club VH 

	Pottery class - T. Estley College 

	Pre-school play station in village hall. 

	Royal British Legion (Conservative Club). 

	School related - Old Mill Primary and Thomas Estley 

	Scouts - Dunton Bassett. Beavers - Leire. 

	Spanish - Thomas Estley 

	St Mary`s Church 

	St. Marys Church activities. Luncheon club - TE college 

	Tai Chi – BA VH. 

	Tai Chi at Thomas Estley 

	Teddy Bear Bunch, Parish Church 

	Thomas Estley creche, PTA for Old Mill 

	Toc H BA. Conservative Club BA. 

	Toddler club at VH, Evening classes at Thomas Estley 

	Toddler group - Leire. Pre-school, Leire. 

	Tots Clubs - VH & Sutton Elms Baptist Church. Billy Bears - White Horse 

	Twinning Assoc - VH, St Mary`s Bell Ringers, Evening Classes, guides, D of E, Singing, B Rangers –TE

	W.I. (VH) Church 

	W.I. - BA Village Hall 

	W.I. - Village Hall. 

	W.I. P CC (church). Local history group. 

	Weightwatchers at Village Hall 

	WI -parish hall, Choir - St Mary`s Church, Twinning Association 

	WI Leire VH 

	Women’s Institute 

	Women`s Institute - Village Hall 

	Yoga - TECC 

	Youth work at Thomas Estley 


‘Other’ responses from Q15

	"Village-like" image. Good schools 

	Active shopping area. Open skies and no dark corners. 

	Activities for under fives and elderly 

	Allotments 

	Allotments 

	Allotments. Good choice of shops. 

	By-pass has improved roads, but not at Dunton Bassett end of the village. 

	Can walk to some facilities. 

	Centre still has village feel. Organisation of roads makes traffic reasonable in most areas. 

	Chapel, library, allotments 

	Close to shops. Bus service. 

	Clubs for pensioners. Good public transport. 

	Co-op 

	Co-op. 

	Co-op. Cafe in centre. Broughton allotments. 

	Co-op. Post Office. 

	Community services. 

	Computers at Library 

	Convenience of shops and post office. 

	Convenience. Variety of shops all in one area. 

	Convenient for shopping. Library. 

	Dentists 

	Easy parking 

	Easy parking. Supermarket/Co-op. Cafe. 

	Enough shops. 

	Everything in walking distance. 

	Excellent village hall. Good shopping. Several good places to eat. 

	Facilities/support for the elderly 

	Food availability. 

	Footpaths across open spaces. 

	Free access to computers in the library. The hardware shop (H&H). Primethorpe Post Office. 

	Free access to internet and general computer use at library. "Broughton Astley on-line" website. Primethorpe Post Office. 

	Generally crime free. 

	Good local shops. Good library and post office. 

	Good road and traffic improvements 

	Good village hall. 

	Growing community. 

	Has kept its village status 

	Has ONE good supermarket 

	It has a safe feel - you don’t need to worry a lot if your children are out and about. 

	Large, but retains feeling of a village. 

	Library 

	Library 

	Library 

	Library, parking 

	Library, parking 

	Low crime 

	Low Crime. Good restaurants/cafes/pubs. 

	My birthplace 

	Nice village. Good pubs. 

	Pleasant shopping centre. 

	Plenty of luncheon clubs for the old people. 

	Post office within walking distance. 

	Pre-school facilities 

	Pre-school play station. 

	Proximity to Cosby Golf Club 

	Public transport 

	Pubs 

	Quiet at nights. Flat. Good mixture of all age groups. 

	Reasonably crime free 

	Regular emptying of bins. 

	Relatively clean and low crime environment. Good variety of shops in centre. 

	Remoteness. Good butchers - local shops. Cost of housing. 

	Restaurants 

	Rural and still a "village" feel. Pleasant surroundings. 

	Rural aspect. 

	Rural aspect. Not overdeveloped. Clean and convenient. 

	Rural nature. Convenient village centre. Good village hall. 

	Few or no asylum seekers in area. 

	Family and friends that live here. 

	Hairdressers. 

	Size of village 

	Small community village 

	Station Road with trees, open spaces, village houses and stinging nettles (a pleasant walk). The Brook, but I wish it looked natural, not in a concrete gully. 

	Still retains some aspects of a village. 

	Teapots day nursery 

	The village 

	Tidiness. 

	Under 11`s well catered for 

	Village "feel" 

	Village as a whole, Schools 

	Village atmosphere. Variety of housing to suit all needs. 

	Village centre 

	Village community 

	Village community (in the old part) 

	Village community. Cater for the older person. 

	Village feel - don’t want the village to be any bigger 

	Village hall activities. Village centre - wide variety of retail outlets. 

	Village hall - large space with modern facilities. 

	Village Hall. 

	Village shopping 

	War memorial. Cemetery. 


‘Other’ responses from Q16

	A commuter village. 

	A Parish Council that dithers and procrastinates. 

	Alcohol abuse by teenagers. Lack of affordable housing for young people. 

	Anti-social behaviour 

	Anti-social behaviour by youngsters 

	Antisocial behaviour of youths in centre. 

	Apathy in "dormitory" inhabitants. Vandalism. Neglect from Harborough DC - residents provide the community charges but don’t get facilities. 

	BA gets all the drop-outs that nobody else wants 

	Bad state of pavements. Poor library for such a large population. 

	Can’t get into local activities because they are full, No transport to Hinckley Swimming pool. 

	Car parking outside newsagents on Main Street. Little done to decorate the village at Christmas. 

	Cost & restriction of hire of village hall, Broughton Astley is "not understood" by HDC 

	Difficult to get to places on public transport for work, Outsiders perceive us as having a crime problem. 

	Ever increasing population due to house building putting strain on infrastructure/services. Lack of public transport to Narborough station. 

	Far too many new houses. More people in village causing long waiting lists at doctors. 

	Gangs of intimidating youths around village 

	Gangs of youths hanging around 

	Groups of young children hanging around. 

	Inadequate public transport services. School catchment area - upper school NOT Lutterworth. 

	Industrial estate. 

	Lack of "village pride" by shopkeepers (e.g. no effort at Christmas). C o-op could do more to keep raised bed neat. 

	Lack of affordable housing 

	Lack of banking facility. No respect by youngsters for other people’s property. 

	Lack of civic pride 

	Lack of indoor sports facilities. Lack of footpath/cycle path along Broughton Way village by-pass road. Lack of car parking spaces near Sutton Elms Baptist Church. 

	Lack of planning vision & sensitivity for the village. Limited bus routes e.g. no bus to Fosse Park and only twice weekly to Hinckley. 

	Lack of play areas on estates 

	Lack of public transport 

	Lack of public transport to a variety of places. Too much housing development. 

	Lack of public transport, especially to Market Harborough and on Sundays 

	Lack of public transport. Vandalism at the centre of the village. 

	Lack of pubs with good food, Lacks real village character 

	Lack of sports facilities. Problems with vandalism. 

	Lack of swimming pool. No continuous pavements on by-pass leading out of village towards Mill on Soar. 

	Lack of transport links 

	Large housing estates – but appreciate everyone needs somewhere to live! 

	Lengthy bus route to Leicester 

	Library 

	Library facilities 

	Library facilities. Too many shops doing the same things e.g. takeaways, hairdressers 

	library stocks 

	Limited public transport. Too much development - badly planned. 

	Litter in river running by church a threat to wildlife. 

	Location of pick up point for secondary school pupils. 

	Lorries coming from Croft Quarry from 5 a.m. onwards. 

	Loss of village identity. Too much building on greenfield sites. Too many takeaway outlets. 

	Lost village character 

	Many nice walks being built on. Young people roaming about, sometimes causing a threatening atmosphere. 

	No BA taxi firm. 

	No bank 

	No bank 

	No bank 

	No bank, limited public transport 

	No banks 

	No buses to Hinckley or Fosse Park. School catchment area boundaries. 

	No cycle paths around village. No speed camera on main road from Broughton to Dunton B. (30 mph) 

	No direct link to Narborough Station or Fosse Park 

	No footpath on bypass to Mill-on-Soar 

	No local news sheet. Lack of an international type hotel. 

	No NHS dentist, no direct connection to rail services, poor library service 

	No properly marked parking for disabled with walking problems on street car parks. Pavements from Co-op up to cul de sac end of shops are very poor for scooter use - prams etc. 

	No really bad areas. 

	No regular bus service to Hinckley. No clothes or shoe shops. 

	No swimming pool. Lorries. 

	Noise level from M1 

	Not much after school care 

	Ongoing urban sprawl. The "poor neighbour" in Harborough. High council tax. 

	Parish Council spending plans make for high council tax. Apparently wants town status. In the flight path of the proposed airport at Rugby. 

	Parking from Melton Cottage to Spar Grocers. Jubilee Road and other estate roads - parking on road when there’s space off road. Continued building on green land. 

	Poor library for size of community. Lack of paths for cyclists. 

	Poor public transport to the nearest large town (Hinckley). Parish Council is not really interested in solving people’s problems. Too much of the Co-op store is devoted to alcohol. 

	Pub kicking out time 

	Public transport 

	Public transport, no education provision beyond year 9 

	Pubs only open for regulars at New Year. Lack of safety facilities for playgroup in village hall. 

	Recycling bins needed, Paths along Broughton Way 

	Road humps in village centre. A village this size should have a well planned/run individual leisure centre. 

	Smells from take away restaurants 

	Speed humps 

	Tarmac paths that need repairing along Blenheim Crescent. 

	Teenagers hanging around in groups 

	Teenagers hanging around with nothing to do. 

	The ever-increasing number of houses being built with no increase in leisure facilities. 

	The vandals that have moved in the area over the last 25 years. 

	Too big for the facilities on offer. Bad public transport system. Vandalism. 

	Too many "takeaways". 

	Too many estate agents and hairdressers 

	Too many estates, no neighbourhood feeling. 

	Too many houses and not enough facilities 

	Too many parents taking their children to school by car 

	Too much building 

	Too much building in the last 20 years and no facilities to support it. 

	Too much building on open space. 

	Too much house building and not enough facilities (not shops) 

	Too much house building on green areas. 

	Too much new house building. 

	Transport. Need better quality fish and chip shop. 

	Ugliness of village centre shops 

	Unattractive house designs in housing estates. 

	Unreliable public transport 

	Vandalism 

	Vandalism. Alcohol abuse. 

	Vandalism. Local youths hanging about. 

	Village "centre" not in centre and messy (?ban cars from centre to give it a better atmosphere?) 

	Volume of lorries along Dunton Road. Swearing of bus drivers if held up on road. 

	Wanting to change the village into a town. 

	Wasteful land on Broughton Way 

	Youth gangs at night. Horses riding two abreast holding up traffic. 

	Youths around TECC and VH 

	Youths hanging around shops 

	`Herds` of kids, bored, on the streets. Parish Council is out of touch with the community. 


Additional comments

	A landscaped walking common land area would be a great asset for the village. 

	A lot more could be made of the village centre around Arkwright House as a focal point and the brook. There should be no more house-building - too much traffic locally already. 

	A park and ride to the city from the southern districts would be an asset. More police on the beat. 

	A village transport survey was undertaken about 18 months ago. £ 10,000 was to be available over 3 years via Rural Transport Officer at LCC - survey results indicated that young people were in need of transport support - where is this money? 

	After some affordable housing, no more building. Grass verges are unkempt, there’s litter strewn everywhere. Youths rampage about in village. No-one seems to bother. Need more affordable retail rents so we can have some useful shops and a bank. 

	An ever-growing village! Why has Council not provided affordable gym/sauna/even swimming pool? 

	Area around the Thomas Estley playing field and the tree lined avenue coming into Broughton are full of litter – gives and uncared for appearance. Sense of lack of care/concern/respect for the village itself. 

	Very happy to live near the shopping centre in BA. Green Road does not get a road sweeper nor sanding in bad weather. A part from vandals throwing eggs at windows around Halloween, this is a quiet road. 

	As Broughton Astley was built as a commuter village where is the transport to local towns and villages? No trains - few buses. We have 3 primary schools and a High School, and a large community offering family accommodation, but what do we expect our young adults to do for entertainment and leisure. No wonder young people on the streets. Commuter villages and families don’t mix!! 

	Because BA has been overdeveloped, too much traffic in the area. I am one of many residents who work at [a bank in neighbouring settlement] but have to use the car each day as there is no public transport. 

	Broughton Astley has very little connection to Market Harborough, certainly no direct bus service. We might be better served under Blaby District Council - better access to the Council Offices. Broughton Astley is also in the Blaby Parliamentary Constituency. 

	Broughton Astley seems a little too far away from Market Harborough and at times the Council appears to forget about us in their daily running (out of sight out of mind) 

	Broughton is a great place to live - why else would they keep building houses here! 

	Cars parked on road throughout village centre making access very difficult. Harborough DC unresponsive to phone calls requesting drain clearance. 

	Cars parked without road tax around Grange Road and Estley Road - nothing is done when reported. Also parking on grass up Grange Road. 

	Concern over the proposed Rugby airport. 

	Congregation of loud and sometimes abusive teenagers in village centre at night worries older generation in particular.  

	Could we not have a dog walking track on the old railway line? 

	Do not use library because of shortage of books. Use Hinckley instead. 

	Dog and horse fouling a major problem 

	Dog mess - need clear-up schemes and fines. 

	Don’t use library at Broughton as don’t find it comprehensive enough - read a great deal and go to Wigston library. 

	Double yellow lines on one side of Main Street 

	Every spare patch of land is being `turned over` to housing development. The population of the village is ever growing but the amenities do not grow at a similar pace, if at all. 

	Excellent doctors surgery. Poor availability for dental treatment. 

	Facilities needed for skate boarder/roller bladers. More police presence needed to stop speeding. 

	Footpath from Beverly Drive to corner of Leicester and Coventry Road needs repairing and lighting (400 yards long) not useable in dark for children and old people). Remember - improve the environment and peoples` standards will be raised. They will be proud to live here. 

	Housing outstripped by amenities - too many houses have been bought by Housing Association introducing an undesirable element. Village has grown too large and spread out. Worries about new airport - not enough information from local councillors. 

	I have a green area in front of my house. It is not as tidy as when I moved here approx. 18 months ago. Also we have an allocated parking area which we have to keep in repair etc. It has a dumped car on it at the moment and is used by the people opposite who have their own parking behind their house but keep parking on our car park. 

	I am sorry that this [Sutton in the Elms] has been demoted with regard to cleaning and maintenance (apart from the occasional mechanical "brush"). Paper and rubbish collections are good. Paths, verges, hedges and the top end of Sutton are poor. There is an enormous amount of rubbish at the top end of Sutton. 

	I  have only lived in BA for 2 years. Have not regretted the move to "country life" and find every aspect of BA the right choice to spend the rest of my life. 

	I would like to see a courtesy police drive around Main Street and Coventry Road on Saturday and Sunday nights between 10.30 and midnight. 

	I would like to see a speed limit introduced from Leire turn instead of at the park on Frolesworth Road. This incorporates the cemetery. 

	I would like to see the same facilities provided that is at Harborough and Lutterworth. Namely - sports hall and swimming baths 

	I would like to see traffic levels and speed reduced. No further growth in village size. 

	If a village requires three primary schools why can it not have education provision up to A levels? Too many houses being built with no additional services. Demand exceeds availability of spaces for leisure activities for both adults and children. If you have private transport there is little reason to visit the village centre. 

	It would be great to have our own leisure centre within walking/cycling distance instead of having to make regular car journeys out of the village (with 2 young children’s activities this may be several times weekly). 

	Lack of facilities for sport for the elderly, particularly swimming pool. Lack of transport. 

	Lack of gritting on side roads 

	Leisure activities not of direct interest to me, but more sports facilities are needed by young children e.g. skateboarding, swimming pool. 

	Library very small. Newsletter very useful and informative. A stand/display/notice board in village hall with information about local attractions/places to visit. 

	Litter and remains of take away meals are a very big problem in Broughton Astley, but on the plus side schools are very good and the elderly are very well catered for. 

	Litter in school grounds - why aren’t children made to pick up litter at lunch time - every lunch time until it stops - they will think twice before causing this mess if made to clean it up. 

	Litter on by-pass and Station Road (around Byre Crescent) is very unsightly. By and large we love living at BA 

	Litter outside the Co-op and in that area, plus youths hanging around in large groups at night in the village centre with nothing to do. 

	More interest needed from Market Harborough Council and more consideration to rate payers. 

	Need footpath on one side of Broughton Way, continued to traffic lights at Mill on Soar, together with street lighting. Widespread overhanging hedges and trees over pavements. 

	No regular buses to Leicester via Fosse Park. Limited bus service to other local areas - Hinckley, Rugby, Coventry, Birmingham. 

	No-one is permanently employed to tidy up litter, the result is that that BA has a look of neglect and is no longer a pleasant place to walk round. There seems to be little done to prevent dropping of litter or clear up the mess. 

	On Blenheim Crescent where I live, inconsiderate parking by parents taking/collecting children to/from Orchard School is increasingly becoming a problem. I sometimes have great difficulty accessing my driveway & even driving down the crescent. Surely most children live within walking distance of the school & parents should be encouraged not to bring their cars. 

	On numerous occasions bins not emptied as refuse vehicle could not get up road because of double parking of cars, if there was a fire or serious illness up the top end of Uppingham Road, fire engine or ambulance could not get up road after 6 p.m. or early morning 

	Overall, I love living in BA. 

	Parking chaos in village centre -should be one way system, new bypass up cottage lane to take traffic from top end of village, we should not be treated as a milk cow by Market Harborough - there should be more investment of our rates in our village 

	Poor communication between District & Parish Councils and local residents. BA is a forgotten community as far as Harborough DC is concerned. 

	Public footpath from Jubilee Road to the village centre is a disgrace with dog mess and overgrown brambles. Car parking on pavements causes problems for wheelchair and buggy users. 

	Rather sad that churches were not mentioned in Question 6. Would be nice to have a direct bus to Market Harborough. 

	Should have litter bins along Dunton Road for children to use after school. Toilets not useable. School buses could stop further along Dunton Road away from the Post Office. 

	Speed of lorries between Charlie Browns and Red Admiral is a big safety problem (mainly quarry vehicles) 

	Stake board park needed. 

	Stop speeding, clear up rubbish empty and repair bins, repair broken fences, replace damaged trees 

	Swimming pool is urgently needed, Recycling is too limited, Road cleansing is inadequate 

	The "baby boom" that led to the third primary school being built is now working its way through to teenage. Lack of senior schooling and facilities will lead to an increase in anti-social behaviour - "hanging around" outside the co-op etc. due to lack of anywhere else to go. 

	The centre of the village is poorly maintained - paths etc. Poor environment, repairs to bins, walls, flower beds etc. very slow. No evidence of any money being spent to improve general look of the village. 

	The cost of local government is becoming an increasing burden to all residents. Provision of new or improved facilities has to be questioned and may not materialise. 

	The D for disabled parking outside the library is frequently taken up by people who do NOT understand D. The proper logo should be used and at the back of the Co-op and on the Main Street. It would be nice to have a few seats on the green areas on Devitt Way. Also dog boxes are needed in the green areas. 

	The main road in the village centre should be made into a one way system to avoid accidents. 

	The road junction of Cosby Road & Broughton Way is very dangerous proven by the amount of accidents there. Maybe putting traffic lights for the rush hour periods would help prevent some of these or a roundabout. 

	The traffic lights (By-pass, Station Road) should be so timed to give vehicles going up the by pass extra time over vehicles coming down. This would help the problem of vehicles wanting to turn right, holding up vehicles going straight ahead. The problem is particularly bad before morning school. 

	There are often groups of boys playing football on play areas used by young children. This is dangerous and intimidating. Signs saying "No Ball Games" would be a deterrent. 

	There is frequently broken glass all over the children’s play area in Devitt Way/Byre Crescent. Overall we like BA very much. 

	To ease the dog fouling in the village would it help to have more bins and make poop scoops more available? 

	Too remote from Market Harborough, with no direct access to the administrative centre. Would like to see a light railway linking Ullesthorpe, Broughton Astley etc. to Leicester with a 15 minute service. Also the continuation of Broughton Way to the A426. 

	Traffic calming needed on Coventry Road and on the bypass. Leicester and Leicestershire are light years behind the continent in providing fast, clean modern transport systems (i.e. light rail). 

	Use BA mainly for doctor, dentist and hairdresser, and "top-up" shopping, Do not drive. Use mobile library. 

	Use Lutterworth library. 

	Village hall too small, not enough rooms. Lack of a monthly community newsletter. Broughton Astley should remain a village, not change to a town. 

	Visitors to our village must be disgusted by the rubbish along Broughton Way. I certainly am. There seems to be little pride or respect in Britain. 

	We are always told that we are too close to other swimming pools, sports halls, gyms etc. to warrant the expense/grants being spent here. However most without cars - mostly older children/teenagers find it impossible to get to Enderby, Hinckley, Lutterworth, Wigston by bus. 5 miles might as well be a million if it’s too far to walk. 

	We had a village questionnaire before. Please could we have some positive action. The main thing needed is a leisure centre which would solve the problems of lack of facilities and be used by schools. 

	We like Broughton Astley! 

	We need a good leisure centre (including pool) and all weather pitches, tennis courts. sports halls etc. 

	We strongly object to horses riding through our estate, four or five at any one time. 

	When I am at high school, I don’t want to travel so far for my education. It would be nice to have a high school in the village. 

	When we moved to Broughton Astley… it was a very tidy village. Not a lot of litter & grass areas kept well cut & tidy. This is not the case now. Cars should not be allowed to park in area outside shops - they should use car park. 

	Why did the centre get speed humps & chicanes when traffic on Coventry Road and Leicester Road is well in excess of the speed limit 

	Why don’t we make the chemists/Wilmslow Audit/Millennium Stone triangle a one way system; most people use it like that and it fouls up when they don’t. 

	Why only one questionnaire when there are two people here? It is time all vehicles apart from delivery vans were banned from the village centre, apart from residents and pub car parks. 

	Would like a golf course, and arts & crafts centre. A farm shop selling locally produced goods would be popular. 

	Would like a late night bus between Leicester and Broughton Astley & surrounds on Friday or Saturday night (last bus currently 2250) 

	Years ago BA was more communal e.g. on Bonfire Night, Carnival day, Christmas etc. Noticeably less going on for Jubilee in 2002 than in 1977. 

	You have to wait 7 weeks or more for a complete and agreed record of any full parish council meeting. Too much of the Co-op store is devoted to alcohol and cigarettes. VH too small, not enough rooms. Need a community newsletter. Need an active community website. Making Broughton Astley a town is a fool’s dream, no need or real benefits. 


Comment which identify the originator have been amended. Offensive comments have been removed. 

Appendix F: Transport Survey

In October 2003 a questionnaire was distributed amongst residents of Broughton Astley to ascertain local views on transport issues in the area.181 questionnaires were returned.

Q1 Approximately half of the respondents said they ‘experience difficulties because public transport does not provide the services that are needed.’

The majority of respondents said they did not have any special transport needs

The main difficulties associated with public transport in the local area are:

Lack of services to Hinckley prevents people reliant on public transport from working in the town.

Marked cycle lanes would be beneficial

Q2 111 respondents said public transport should be improved in Broughton Astley, 79 said it shouldn’t

Improvements to be made to public transport included:

Better access to a wider variety of destinations – in particular: Fosse Park, Hinckley

More regular services into Leicester

Provision of cycle lanes 

Q3 79 respondents don’t know where to find bus time tables locally – so this could be an issue to be addressed

Q5 More than half of respondents are unaware of the community bus service run by the Lutterworth Volunteer Centre – so a publicity issue here to be addressed.

Q6 Almost three quarters of respondents thought that people should not be allowed to park outside the Londis shop. The most common comments on this point included:

Parking in front of the shop causes congestion and poses a danger to pedestrians

Drivers should be encouraged to use the free car park

Q7 157 respondents rated District Council services as either good or acceptable

Comments included:

Residents would prefer recycling bins rather than the boxes currently in use

Residents would like a facility to recycle garden waste

Q8 152 respondents knew nothing about the Healthcheck before completing the transport questionnaire.

Q10 Most respondents said that they found the village centre to be pleasant and safe by day, but in the evenings some residents feel threatened by groups of young people that congregate on the Co-op car park

Local residents would like to see a general tidy- up of the village centre and would welcome the addition of planted troughs/hanging baskets/benches

Public toilets in a poor state

Q11 The vast majority of respondents said that village centre street lighting is either good or acceptable.

Q12 177 respondents were in favour of introducing a one way traffic system in the village centre

Q13a Three quarters of respondents were in favour of pedestrianising the area up to the Spar shop.

Q13b Half of the respondents were also in favour of pedestrianising the central triangle area of the village

Some concerns associated with these proposals:

Car park would become too congested if pedestrianisation were introduced

Double yellow lines should be introduced instead

Q14

Most respondents would welcome hanging baskets and benches and many would like to see a village feature of some description. A farmer’s market was also a popular request.

Q15

There is very little knowledge of what public transport services are available – again an issue of publicity to be addressed. Most respondents said they rarely use public transport services, and would not use them if they were to be made available. The destinations people do want public transport to take them to are Fosse Park, Enderby Leisure Centre, Hinckley and Narborough (Railway Station)

Q16 If a light railway were introduced, respondents said they would use it for work and leisure purposes

Q17 General comments included:

More regular public transport services into Leicester, Hinckley and Fosse Park

Public Transport information should be publicised more effectively

Cycle paths are needed in the area

Congestion is a problem in the village centre

A pedestrian crossing is needed outside the Old Mill School

The village centre is untidy

Appendix G: Business Survey
Analysis of the 8 responses received to the Broughton Astley Healthcheck Business Survey conducted in October 2003

What type of business do you run?
Petrol Station

Off Licence

Battery Products

Public House

Travel Agents

Financial Services

Clerical

Audio Equipment Distribution

Is your business in the Centre of Broughton Astley (Main Street Area) or elsewhere?
Main Street -  7
Elsewhere   -  1
From your business’s perspective, what are the three best things about Broughton Astley?

Free, Easy Parking

Good Motorway Access

range of Shops attracting business

Low overheads

Good catchment

Good Access

Community Spirit

Good Schools

Shops (except no bank)

Central to all major routes

Good people

Good facility

Population

From your business’s perspective, what are the three worst things about Broughton Astley?

Extortionate Business Rates

Disjointed Village Centre

Bypass taking cars out of the Centre

Vandalism

Youths

Lack of Banking Facilities

Litter

Youngsters around the village

Traffic in Main Street near shops

Village Centre not actively promoted

Used as a dormitory by many residents

Lack of Support to business by councillors etc.

Lack of passing trade

Quietness

No Bank

Vandalism

Lack Local Policing
Do you make use of any of the following Business Support Services?
Business Link x1

Leicestershire Chamber of Trade x1

Which, if any of the above, would you find helpful to your business?
None
Are you planning to expand your business/move to new premises in the next 3 years?

No x6

Yes x2

Is there a suitable local business meeting/conference venue in Broughton Astley? If not would you find one useful?
Yes (Village Hall) x2

No x4

No answer 

Local Public Houses
Any Other Comments about Broughton Astley?
Provide Facilities for the Youths- they are the future

Thanks to Design 2 Print for producing the Action Plan and leaflet:

Design 2 Print

46a Main Street

Broughton Astley

Leicestershire

LE9 6RD

01455 284709
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